
   

 
  

 



2 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

  



3 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

Acknowledgements  
 
U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Contributors  
Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan Planning Council (SIMPCO) would like to extend our sincerest thank 
you to the following contributors and stakeholders involved with this U.S. Highway 20 Corridor 
Economic Development Study.  This study was fif ty percent funded by the US Economic Development 
Administration with fifty percent local matching funds from the communities and organizations listed 
below.  The following stakeholders contributed funding and attended study workshops to inform and 
review t he study chapters.  SIMPCO staff developed the study with advisory assistance from the 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee.  Thank you for your support and 
participation in this U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study.  
 
Cherokee County, Iowa 
Jeff Simonsen - Cherokee Board of Supervisors, Chair  
Kris Glienke - Cherokee County, Auditor  
Bill Anderson - Cherokee Area Economic Development, Executive Director 
Sam Kooiker, - City of Cherokee, City Administrator  
Craig Schmidt - City of Cherokee, Mayor 
 
Dakota County, Nebraska 
Scott Love - Dakota County Board of Commissioners, Chair 
Joan Spencer - Dakota County, Clerk 
Ëɴǟ ô☼ãǟȩɋɋ- Dakota County, P&Z Administrator  
Cathy Duncan - Village of Emerson, Village Clerk  
Diane Rewinkel - Village of Homer , Village Clerk 
Lisa Bousquet- Village of Hubbard , Deputy Village Clerk 
Donna Hirsch - Village of Jackson, Village Clerk 
Alyssa Silhacek - City of Dakota City, City Administrator  
Lance Hequist  - City of South Sioux City,  City Administrator  
Jean Grove - Dakota County Planning & Zoning  
Christy Henjes - Dakota County Planning & Zoning   
Lue Franco- Dakota County Planning & Zoning  
Jo Ann Gieselman - Dakota County Connections, Program Coordinator  
Cynthia Hanson - Northeast Community College, Executive Director  
Pam Miller - Siouxland Ethanol , Board Chair Director of Industry & Investor 
Relations 
Jim Steele - South Sioux City Area Chamber, President  
Todd Strom - Superintendent, South Sioux City School District, Superintendent  
Judith Scherer Connealy - Wayne State College, Director of Continuing 
Education and Outreach  
 
Ida County, Iowa 
Rhett Leonard - Ida County Supervisor, Chair 
Lorna Steenbock - Ida County, Auditor  
Rita Frahm - Ida County Economic Development , Executive Director  
Stan Nading - City of Galva, Mayor 
Anita Brandt - City of Galva, City Clerk and Treasurer 
Connie Ludvigson - City of Holstein , Mayor 
Katherine Hanson - City of Holstein, City Administrator  
Devlun Whiting - City of Ida Grove, Mayor 
Heather Sweeden - City of Ida Grove, Deputy Administrator  
 
Plymouth County, Iowa 
Don Kass - Plymouth County Board of Supervisors, Chair  
Stacey Feldman - Plymouth County, Auditor  
Rick Bohle - City of Kingsley, Mayor 
Vicki Sitzmann - City of Kingsley, Clerk 
Dirk Kirchoff - City of Le Mars, Mayor 
Scott Langel - City of Le Mars, City Administrator  
Jason Vacura - City of Le Mars, Assistant City Administrator  
Neal Adler - Le Mars Business Initiative Corporation, Executive Director  
 
Woodbury County, Iowa 
Rocky De Witt - Woodbury County Supervisor, Chair 
Patrick Gill - Woodbury County, Auditor  
David Gleiser - Woodbury County, Community and Economic Development  
Director  
Nathan Heilman - City of Correctionville, Mayor  
Carla Mathers - City of Correctionville , City Clerk 
Don Joy, Jr. - City of Cushing, Mayor 
Nicole Huisinga -City of Cushing, City Clerk 
Dale Erickson - City of Lawton, Mayor 

Carla Eidenshink - City of Lawton, City Clerk 
Jim Fisher - City of Moville, Mayor  
Jodi Peterson - City of Moville, City Clerk 
Jon Winkel - City of Sergeant Bluff, Mayor  
Aaron Lincoln - City of Sergeant Bluff ,  City Administrator  
Bob Scott - City of Sioux City, Mayor 
Robert Padmore - City of Sioux City, City Manager 
Martin Dougherty ► City of Sioux City, Economic & Community Development 
Director  
 
 
Regional 
Ann Trimble-Ray ► US Highway 20 Corridor Association  
Sam Wagner - Mid American Energy  
Lyle Korver - North West Rural Electric Cooperative  
Angela Catton - Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative  
Chris McGowan - The Siouxland Initiative   
Kenneth Beekley - Siouxland Economic Development Corporation  
Kent Amundson - Woodbury County Rural Electric Cooperative  
 
SIMPCO Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee 
Keith Bohle  - Bohle Financial/City of Kingsley  
Mark Porter, Tori ô☼Jɴɣɣǟɋɋ ► CF Industries 
Bill Anderson - Cherokee County Area Economic Development Council  
Darrel Downs - City of Marcus 
Mark Monson - City of Sergeant Bluff Planning & Zoning  
Dan Moore - City of Sioux City  
Martin Dougherty ► City of Sioux City 
Lance Hedquist ► City of South Sioux City 
Scot Brekke - Scott Brekke/City of Sloan  
Rita Frahm - Ida County Economic Development  
Neal Adler - Le Mars Chamber of Commerce 
William Gaukel ► Long Lines/City of Sergeant Bluff  
Sam Wagner - MidAmerican Energy   
Jess Carrier - Monona County Economic Development  
Tammy Bramely - Monona County  
Clinton Weaver - Onawa Economic Development  
Alan Lucken - Plymouth County Economic Development  
Chris McGowan - Siouxland Chamber of Commerce  
Ken Beekley - Siouxland Economic Development Corporation  
Christine Zellmer - Zant - United Realty/Woodbury County Planning and Zoning  
Kenneth Tidwell - Western Iowa Tech Community College   
Keith Radig - Woodbury County  
David Gleiser - Woodbury County  
 
State 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development  
 
Federal 
Angela Belden Martinez - U.S. Economic Development Administration, Regional 
Director  
Alex Smith - U.S. Economic Development Administration, Economic 
Development Representative  
 
SIMPCO Staff 
Michelle Bostinelos, Executive Director  
Nicole Peterson, Regional Planner II  
Gabriel Appiah, Regional Planner I  
Joe Surdam, Regional Planner I 
Emily Coppock, Administrative Assistant  

   



4 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

Table of Contents 
 
Introduction  ............................................................................................... 5 
Region Context .......................................................................................... 7 
Economic Development Partners  ....................................................... 31 
Community Identity ................................................................................ 59 
Transportation and Utilities  .............................................................. 113 
Cluster Analysis ..................................................................................... 141 
Site Selection ......................................................................................... 197 
Summary and Recommendations  .................................................... 245 
Appendix A .............................................................................................. 261 

 
 

 

  



5 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

Introduction  
The U.S. Highway 20 corridor in Northwest Iowa and Northeast Nebraska is one of the most 
highly anticipated transportation projects to be completed in the Siouxland regio n.  This 
ʻˉ˞ǌ̈ ʫǟǁɴʫǌʻ ˉȞǟ İȩɴ˞̇ɋƒɣǌ ʫǟȊȩɴɣ☼ʻ ǟǁɴɣɴɝȩǁ ǌǟ˻ǟɋɴʠɝǟɣˉ ɴʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ ƒʻʻɴǁȩƒˉǟǌ ˿ȩˉȞ
the U.S. Highway 20 corridor that extends across the nation from Boston, Massachusetts to 
Newport, Oregon.  The final completion of the  four -lane highway in the Siouxland region 
creates many opportunities for the counties and communities along the corridor. To ensure 
that the region is ready to take advantage of these opportunities, Siouxland Interstate 
Metropolitan Planning Council (SIMPCO) seized the opportunity to conduct this economic 
development s tudy.   
 
U.S. Highway 20 
U.S. Highway 20 is a coast-to-coast United States highway that stretches from the Pacific 
Northwest all the way to New England. U.S. Highway 20 spans 3,365 miles and is the lo ngest 
continuous road in the United States.  The approximate length of the Highway 20 through 
Siouxland is 70.7 miles.  U.S. Highway 20 was historically a compilation of several highways 
constructed from approximately 1922 -1972.   
 

 
 
Study Purpose 
The Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan Planning Council (SIMPCO) Region U.S. Highway 20 
Corridor Economic Development Study is a collaborative initiative that bring s together 
several regional stakeholders listed in the acknowledgments and partner sections of this 
study.  The purpose of this SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development 
Study is to develop collaborative strategies to:   

 
1. cɣȞƒɣǁǟ ˉȞǟ İ¸ßğJô ʫǟȊȩɴɣ☼ʻ ʠʫɴʻʠǟʫȩˉ̈ ˉȞʫɴ˞ȊȞ ʠʫɴɝɴˉȩɴɣ ɴȇ ˉȞǟU.S. Highway 20 

corridor  and marketing of the communities on a regional level  
 

2. Promote commerce and industry along the U.S. Highway 20 corridor  and increase the 
capacity of the region to promote job creation and private investment in the regional 
economy  

 

3. Inform community stakeholders of the economic 
development strengths, potential, opportunities, 
and assessment of specific development sites and 
future projects for consideration  

 

4. Facilitate collaboration between multiple dedicated 
stakeholders by identif ying economic development 
partners, providing opportunities to network and 
facilitating  private -public partnerships  

U.S. Highway 20 and Siouxland Region 
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Study Process and Participation  
Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan Planning Council (SIMPCO) staff and the SIMPCO 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy ( CEDS) Committee began the study process 
in June 2017 with discussion of US Economic Development Administration  (EDA) funding.  US 
EDA staff recommended pursuance of funding for the SIMPCO R egion U.S. Highway 20 
Corridor Economic Developm ent Study in November 2017.  SIMPCO submitted application in 
January 2018 and was awarded funding in May 2018.  SIMPCO Staff developed the study and 
facilitated meetings from May ► December 2018, listed in the schedule below.  Staff also 
administered a que stionnaire to community stakeholders to inform the chapters of the 
study.  Questions were developed around the study chapter topics.  The results are featured 
throughout this study.   
 

Study Development Schedule Date  
Introduction Meeting  
           Introduction and Context  

May 23, 2018 
6:00 pm Correctionville  

Study Review Meeting - Workshop 
           Economic Development Partners  
           Community Identity  
           Transportation and Utilities  

July 18, 2018 
5:00 pm  
Moville Community Center 

 Study Review Meeting - Workshop 
           Cluster Analysis 
           Site Selection  
           Summary and Recommendations   

September 26, 2018 
5:00 pm  
Holstein Lohff Schuman 
Community Center   

CEDS Committee Review 
November 15, 2018  
1:00 pm SIMPCO 

SIMPCO Board Approval  December 13, 2018 

US EDA Approval  December 17, 2018 

 
Study Contents 
The contents of this study include eight chapters listed in the table below.  Each chapter 
includes relevant information in the study topics including:  Introduction, region context, 
economic development partners, community identity, transportation and utilities, cluster 
analysis, site selection, and implementation.  
 
Chapter Contents 
Introduction  Study contents, US Highway 20, study purpose, study process 
SIMPCO Region Context SIMPCO Hwy 20 corridor region: Location, demographic 

characteristics including census population, employment, labor 
force, industries, unemployment, wage, income  

Economic Development Partners County, city and village, chamber, school district, college, regional, 
state, federal  

Community Identity  County rural, city and village  
Transportation and Utilities  Maps and record of transportation systems and utility systems  
Cluster Analysis Traded, local, employment, job creation, wages, specialization, 

comparison  
Site Selection County rural, city and village  
Summary and Recommendations Summary and recommended  strategies  
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Region Context 
The chapter highlights the geographic scope of the study as well as  existing demography 
characters and economic indicators. This chapter forms the situational analysis piece of the 
U.S. Highway 20 Economic Development Study. 

Location  
The U.S. Highway 20 Economic Development Study focus on five counties (Cherokee, Dakota, 
Ida, Plymouth and Woodbury County), fourteen cities and three villages located in the 
northwestern portion of the State of Iowa and northeastern section of the State of Nebraska 
as shown on the map below. U.S Highway 20 which is the focus of this study connects these 
communities and counties to other  places within and outside the State of Iowa and 
Nebraska. U.S Highway 20 runs from east to west of the study area and connects Interstate 
29, U.S. Highway 75 and U.S. Highway 59 as shown on the map below.  
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Population Progression 1940-2016 
The chart below compares the population progression  of the Counties in the study area .  The 
graph was developed with the available U.S. Census Bureau decennial population data and 
American Community Survey 5-year estimate data.  
  

1. Woodbury County has the hi ghest population in the region  
2.  ʫɴɝ ⁪⁶⁴⁞ ˉɴ ⁪⁶⁶⁞ ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ɋɴʻˉ ƒƷɴ˞ˉ ⁭┼⁴⁴⁯ ʫǟʻȩǌǟɣˉʻ Ʒ˞ˉ

gained 5,601 additional residents in 2000  
3. JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ ƒɣǌ ¸ǌƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ Ȟƒ˻ǟ ǌǟǁɋȩɣǟǌ ʻȩɣǁǟ ⁪⁶⁭⁞╖ JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ɋɴʻˉ

about 7,186 residents while Ida County lost 3,958 citizens  
4. Dakota County is the fastest growing county in the region from 9,836 in 1940 to 21,006 

in 2010; this represents an in crease of more than 100 percent   
5. Plymouth County has the most stable population in the region; remai ned above 

23,000 residents since 1940 
6. Combining the population of the five counties together, the region gained an 

additional 55 residents from 1940 to 2010 
 

 

Source: U.S Census Bureau, American Factfinder (ACS -5 yrs), 2018 
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Population Percent Change 1950-2016 
The chart below shows the percent change in historic population from 1950 to 2016. With the 
exception of Plymouth County which experienced an average growth rate of 0.9 percent from 
1950 to 2016 the population of Cherokee, Ida and Woodbury County  fell at an average of 3.6 
percent, 3.3 percent and 0.1 percent per  year respectively. This trend is contrary to the 
population trend of the State of Iowa which grew at an average of 1.6 percent per year from 
1950 to 2016.  The major drop in Ida and Cherokǟǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ɴǁǁ˞ʫʫǟǌ ȩɣ ⁪⁶⁴⁞ ░-
10.5%) and 1990 (-13.2%) respectively. Woodbury County experienced a major drop ( -4.4%) in 
population between 1960 and 1970 and grew by 5.7 percent from 1990 to 2000. The population 
trend of Dakota County mirrors t hat of the State of Nebraska. Dakota County experienced an 
average of 3.4 percent growth more than the State of Nebraska from 1950 to 2016. The 
population of Dakota County and the State of Nebraska shows a positive trend. The major 
population growth (6.2%)  experienced by Plymouth County occurred between 1990 and 2000, 
˿Ȟȩɋǟ ȇʫɴɝ ⁪⁶⁵⁞ ˉɴ ⁪⁶⁶⁞ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ȇǟɋɋ Ʒ̈ ⁮╖⁮ ʠǟʫǁǟɣˉ╖ ļȞǟ ʫ˞ʫƒɋ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ
population (Cherokee and Ida County) in the region declined at an average of 3.5 percent per 
year from 1940 to 2016. In general, ˉȞǟ ʫǟȊȩɴɣ☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ȩɣǁʫǟƒʻǟǌ ƒˉ ƒɣ ƒ˻ǟʫƒȊǟ ɴȇ ⁞╖⁞⁞⁶⁭
percent per year from 1950 to 2016.  

 
Source: U.S Census Bureau, American Factfinder (ACS -5 yrs), 2018 
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Population Age Distribution  
Age distribution plays an important role in the regional economy.  US Census Bureau defines 
working age adults  as 16 years of age and over.  And the US Social Security Administration  
defines full -benefit retirement age as 65-67.  Therefore, a person living in the US has an 
average working li fe of 50 years.  The following graph shows population age distribution 
comparison for counties in the study area . Dakota County has the youngest population in the 
region, followed by Woodbury County, and Plymouth County. Cherokee County has the oldest 
popu lation followed by Ida County.  
 
 

 
 
 
According to the National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI), the social security full -benefit 
retirement age is increasing gradually because of legislation passed by Congress in 1983. 1 
ã İ¸ ˿ʫȩˉǟʻ┼ ◦Traditionally, the  full benefit age was 65, and early retirement benefits were 
first available at age 62, with a permanent reduction to 80 percent of the full benefit amount. 
Currently, the full benefit age is 66 years and 2 months for people born in 1955, and it will 
gradually rise to 67 for those born in 1960 or later. Early retirement benefits will continue to 
be available at age 62, but they will be reduced more. When the full -benefit age reaches 67, 
benefits taken at age 62 will be reduced to 70 percent of the full bene fit and benefits first 
taken at age 65 will be reduced to 86.7 percent of the full benefit. ☺  

                                                   
 
1 Social Security.  Retrieved June, 2018: https://www.nasi.org/learn/socialsecurity/retirement-age .  The 
National Academy of Social Insurance is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization made up of the nation's 
leading experts on social insurance. 

https://www.nasi.org/learn/socialsecurity/retirement-age
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Population Projections  
The charts below show population forecast for counties in the study area  from 2010 to 2040. 
The population projection was based on the h istoric decennial population of the various 
counties. An extrapolation equation was used to forecast the 2020 to 2040 population based 
on the 2010 historic decennial population figures. As illustrated below there are three 
different population projections (MIN, MAX and MEAN/AVERAGE), showing expected 
population growth in each of the counties. Cherokee and Ida County population is expected 
to continue to drop from 2010 to 2040 by 19 percent and 18 percent respectively. Plymouth, 
Woodbury, and TƒɅɴˉƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ population are expected to see some growth from 2010 to 
⁫⁞⁭⁞╖  ʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁪⁞ ˉɴ ⁫⁞⁭⁞┼ ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ȩʻ ǟ̇ʠǟǁˉǟǌ ˉɴ Ȋʫɴ˿ Ʒ̈ ⁪╖⁮⁵ ʠǟʫǁǟɣˉ
˿Ȟȩɋǟ TƒɅɴˉƒ ƒɣǌ ğɋ̈ɝɴ˞ˉȞ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ ȩʻ ʠʫɴȽǟǁˉǟǌ ˉɴ Ȋʫɴ˿ Ʒ̈ ⁭⁴ ʠǟʫǁǟɣˉ ƒɣǌ ⁫╖⁬
percent respectively . The total population in the region is expected to grow by 5.2 percent 
from 2010 to 2040.  Source: Adapted from U.S  
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Labor Force 
The chart below compares the labor force of the various counties in the region. U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics defines  labor force as all persons classified as employed or unemployed  
over the age of 16.  The trend presented in the graph below shows the gains and losses in 
labor force from 2001 to 2016. Cherokee County lost an average of 0.5 percent per year of 
ˉȞǟȩʫ ɋƒƷɴʫ ȇɴʫǁǟ ȇʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁞⁪ ˉɴ ⁫⁞⁪⁯╛ ˉȞȩʻ ȩʻ ɣɴˉ ʻ˞ʫʠʫȩʻȩɣȊ ƒʻ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʠɴʠ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣ┼ ȩɣ
general, is declining. Ida County experienced an average growth of 0.0269 percent per year in 
their labor  force from 2001 to 2016. The labor force in Woodbury, Plymouth and Dakota 
County increased between 2001 and 2016. This trend mirrors that of the State of Iowa and 
Nebraska. From 2001 to 2016, Plymouth County experienced the highest growth in the labor  
force (10.20%) followed by Dakota County (2.13%), and Woodbury County (1.30%), while the 
rest of the counties (Ida County = -0.08% and Cherokee County = -8.40%) declined. The region 
gain additional 1,736 people in labor force from 2001 to 2016.  
 

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2018 
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Number of Jobs 
The table and graph below shows the number of jobs by county in the region from 2003 to 
2015. The graph below shows that a majority of the jobs in the region are found in  Woodbury, 
Plymouth and Dakota Counties . Woodbury County holds approx imately 60% of the job share 
of the region.  Dakota, Ida, Plymouth, and Woodbury Counties have as many jobs in 2015 as 
they did in 2003 . Cherokee County experienced job loss from 2003 to 2015 that may be 
attributed to the closure of Tyson Meat Processing Plant in the City of Cherokee in 2014 and 
other businesses in the county.  
 

 
 

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2018 
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Job Change 
The chart below shows the percent change in jobs for the v arious counties within the region 
from 2002 to 2016. The chart shows that all the counties were impacted by the depression 
from 2008 to 2011. Ida County experienced job loss from 2008 -2009.  Cherokee County 
experienced a job loss from 2012 -2015 which is attributed to the Tyson closure.  Dakota 
County experienced a job loss from 2002 -2003 which may be attributed to the BPI lawsuit.  
The counties in the region continue to reco ver from the economic downturn.  W ith the 
exception of Dakota County and Cherokee County, all the other counties have as many jobs in 
2016 as they did in 2002.  

 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2018 
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Unemployment Rate  
The chart below compares the unemployment rate in the various counties within the study 
area. Plymouth County has the lowest unemployment rate in the region followed by Ida, 
Cherokee and Woodbury County. The unemployment rate in the counties within the study 
area is lower when compared to the nation. The unemployment  rate in Plymouth, Cherokee, 
Ida and Woodbury County is lower when compared to the State of Iowa while the 
unemployment rate for Dakota Count y is higher when compared to the State of Nebraska .  
The unemployment  rate in the region averaged 4.11 percent per year from 2000 to 2016; this 
is 2.12 percent lower than the U.S; 0.46 percent higher than the State of Nebraska but 0.75 
percent lower than the State of Iowa.  

 

 
Source: Iowa Workforce Department and Nebraska Labor force Department, 2018 
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Percent of Jobs by County and City 
The following graphs show the percent of jobs within each city in the following counties: 
Cherokee, Dakota, Ida, Plymouth and Woodbury County from 2002 -2015.  Data was gathered 
from Nebraska Department of Labor, Iowa Workforce Development  and Bureau of Labor 
Statistics .  Unincorporated areas include the rural, agricultural land and any unincorporated 
villages within each county.  
 
Cherokee County Employment Distri bution  
JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȽɴƷ ʻȞƒʫǟ Ȟƒʻ ʫǟɝƒȩɣǟǌ ǁɴɣʻȩʻˉǟɣˉ ȇʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁞⁫-2015.  The majority of the 
ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ ȩʻ ȩɣCity of Cherokee (~70%), the county seat.  The second highest 
percentage is found in the unincorporated rural area of Cherokee County (~11%) followed by 
Marcus (~8%).  ļȞǟ ʫǟɝƒȩɣȩɣȊ ǁȩˉȩǟʻ ȩɣ JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ Ȟɴɋǌ ʫɴ˞ȊȞɋ̈ ⁪⁞ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ
employment.  
 

1. Roughly 90% of Cherokee County jobs are found in:  Cherokee, rural unincorporated 
area, Marcus and Aurelia 

2. City of Cherokee remained stable at approximately 70% job share from 2002 -2015 
3. Rural, unincorporated area of Cherokee County saw the highest growth in recent y ears 

from 9.3% in 2013 to 14.5% in 2015 
4. City of Aurelia experienced slight employment loss in recent years  
5. City of Marcus experienced its highest job share in the County in 2005 and 2012 (9.3%)  

 

 
 
  

73.9% 70.9% 72.0% 72.5% 72.4% 71.0% 72.7% 71.4% 72.0% 71.1% 69.2% 72.1% 70.7% 67.8%

6.4% 6.7% 6.5% 9.3% 8.3% 8.7% 8.5% 9.2% 7.9% 8.0% 9.3% 8.3% 8.0% 8.5%

5.6% 6.4% 5.0%
4.7% 4.7% 5.9% 5.7% 6.7% 5.1% 5.6% 7.7% 7.0% 5.9% 5.6%

10.2% 12.1% 12.2% 9.4% 10.0% 11.3% 10.2% 9.2% 11.0% 10.4% 10.0% 9.3% 12.1% 14.5%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Employment Distribution by City and Rural Area, Cherokee Co.

Cherokee Marcus Aurelia Washta Cleghorn Quimby Meriden Unincorporated Area Larrabee



17 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

Dakota  County Employment Distribution  
The graph below shows the percent of jobs by City or unincorporated area in Dakota County.  
The majority of jobs in Dakota County are concentrated  in South Sioux City. The graph below 
shows the following trends.  
 

1. Rural part of Dakota County saw the majority of economic grow th from 2012 to 
2015  

2. İɴ˞ˉȞ İȩɴ˞̇ Jȩˉ̈☼ʻ ʻȞƒʫǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ȽɴƷʻ Ȟƒʻ ʫǟɝƒȩɣǟǌ ƒƷɴ˻ǟ ⁭⁞ ȇʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁞⁫ ˉɴ
2015, representing an average share of 46.8% per year 

3. From 2002 to 2009 the majority of jobs in the county were located within 
unincorporated villages/tow ns/part of Emerson except for 2007  

4. From 2002 to 2015, unincorporated villages/towns/part of Emerson represented 
the second highest job concentration in the county, with an average share of 
county jobs of 34.4% per year  

5. Jobs in the Village of Jackson increased by 53.9 percent from 2010 to 2016. This 
trend can be attributed  to the ethanol plant recently constructed in the Village of 
Jackson.  

6. Dakota City gained approximately 5,300 jobs in 2010 but lost about 5,228 of these  
jobs in 2012.  This may be attributed to the BPI production law suit.   

7. Village of Hubbard experienced a decline in jobs from 24 in 2002 to 13 in 2015 
representing a fall of 46%.  

8. Village of Homer gained additional 87 jobs between 2002 and 2015  
 

 
Source: Nebraska Department of Labor Force, 2017 
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Ida County Employment Distribution  
The following graph shows the percent of jobs within each city in Ida County from 2002-2015.  
Data was gathered from Iowa Workforce Development and Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
Unincorporated areas include the rural, agricultural land and any unincorporated villages 
within each county.  
 
¸ǌƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȽɴƷ ʻȞƒʫǟ Ȟƒʻ ǟ̇ʠǟʫȩǟɣǁǟǌ ȇɋ˞̇˞ƒˉȩɴɣ ȇʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁪⁪-2015.  From 2002-2015, the 
ɝƒȽɴʫȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ ȩʻ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ Jȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ¸ǌƒ Grove (~40-50%), the county seat.  
The second highest percentage is found in the City of Holstein and unincorporated rural area 
of Ida County.  The remaining cities in Ida Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ Ȟɴɋǌ ʫɴ˞ȊȞɋ̈ ⁪⁞ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ
employment.  
 

1. From 2011-2015, Ida County job share shifted slightly with growth in the rural, 
unincorporated area  

2. City of Ida Grove has remained the highest job share in the County from 2002 -2015 
with slight losses in recent years  

3. City of Holstein experienced consistent employment growth from 2002 -2015 
4. Unincorporated, rural Ida County experienced the greatest employment growth 

from 2002-2015 
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Plymouth  County Employment Distribution  
The following graph shows the percent of jobs within each city in Plymouth  County from 
2002-2015.  Data was gathered from Iowa Workforce Development and Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  Unincorporated areas include the rural, agricultural land and any unincorporated 
villages within each county.  
 
ğɋ̈ɝɴ˞ˉȞ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȽɴƷ ʻȞƒʫǟ Ȟƒʻ ʫǟɝƒȩned consistent from 2002 -2015 with slight 
employment growth in the unincorporated, rural area in recent years.  The majority of the 
ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ ȩʻ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ Jȩˉ̈ ɴȇ Óǟ ßƒʫʻ ░~68%), the county seat.  The second highest 
percentage is found in the uninco rporated, rural area of Plymouth County (~15%) followed by 
City of Akron (~7%) and Remsen (~6%).  The remaining cities in Plymouth County hold roughly 
⁮ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ╖ 
 

1. Roughly 95% of Plymouth  County jobs are found in:  Le Mars, unincorporate d area, 
Akron and Remsen 

2. City of Le Mars remained stable in job share at approximately 70% from 2002 -2010, 
with slight loss from 2011 -2015  

3. Rural, unincorporated area of Plymouth  County saw the highest growth in recent 
years from 8.9% in 2010 to 21.0% in 2015 

4. City of Remsen experienced slight employment loss in recent years  
5. City of Akron experienced its highest job share in the County in 2002 (7.6%) and has 

experienced consistent job share loss to 2015  
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Woodbury County Employment Distribution  
The foll owing graph shows the percent of jobs within each city in Woodbury County from 
2002-2015.  Data was gathered from Iowa Workforce Development and Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.  Unincorporated areas include the rural, agricultural land and any unincorporated 
villages. 
 
Woodbury Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȽɴƷ ʻȞƒʫǟ Ȟƒʻremained relatively stable with minor fluxuation from 
2008-2012.  From 2002-⁫⁞⁪⁮┼ ˉȞǟ ɝƒȽɴʫȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ ȩʻ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ Jȩˉ̈ ɴȇSioux 
City (~86%), the county seat.  The second highest percentage is found in the unincorporated 
area and City of Sergeant Bluff (Both ~3-6%).  The remaining citi es in Woodbury County hold 
roughly 4 ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ╖ 
 

1. Over 95% of the Woodbury County jobs are found in: Sioux City, rural 
unincorporated area, Sergeant Bluff, and Moville  

2. From 2007-2010, Woodbury County job share shifted slightly with growth in the 
rural, unincorporated area  and City of Sergeant Bluff  

3. City of Sergeant Bluff experienced consistent e mployment loss in recent years 
from 2010-2015 

4. City of Sioux City remained relatively consistent employment at ~86% job share 
from 2002-2015 

5. Unincorporated, rural Woodbury County experienced employment growth from 
2011-2015 following loss from 2010 -2011 
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Industry  Distribution  and Growth 
The distribution of employees by industry and the industry changes that have occurred from 
2003-2016 in Cherokee, Dakota, Ida, Plymouth, and Woodbury County is depicted in the 
following graphs.  The following summary compar ison shows the top three instries in each 
county, followed by the top three industries that saw the most growth and the top three 
industries that saw the greatest loss in each county.  2    More detailed industry data by county 
can be found following the su mmary comparison.  
 
Top 3 Industry Comparison 

 
 
Top 3 Industry Growth-Loss Comparison 

 
 
  

                                                   
 
2Data pertaining to the employment by industry was collected from multiple sources including the U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, U.S. Census Bureau American Factfinder, and Iowa Workforce Development.  Please note, pieces of data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau American Factfinder were unavailable due to either businesses not reporting the number of existing employees or 
disclosure protection. 
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Cherokee County Industry Distribution  
The following graphs show 2016 industry distribution and industry employment growth or 
loss from 2003-2016.  In 2016, the Health Care & Social Assistance industry accounted for the 
largest share of employees in Cherokee County at 19.4 percent.  The distribution of the 
Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫȩǟʻ ȩʻ ǌȩʻʠɋƒ̈ǟǌ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ ȇɴɋɋɴ˿ȩɣȊ ʠȩǟ-chart.  From 2003 to 2016, Transportation 
& Warehousing and Utilities  industry experienced the largest growth recording a 66.5 percent 
increase in employment.  
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
  

 
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017  
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Dakota County Industry Distribution  
The following graphs show 2016 industry dist ribution and industry employment growth or 
loss from 2003-2016.  The Manufacturing  industry had a large pres ence in Dakota County 
accounting for a 42.1 percent share of employment in 2016. Excluding the Manufactur ing 
industry, employment among  the remaining  industries was well distributed as the second 
and third largest industries included Transportation & Warehousing & Utilities  accounting for 
12 percent and Retail Trade ƒǁǁɴ˞ɣˉȩɣȊ ȇɴʫ ⁵╖⁫ ʠǟʫǁǟɣˉ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ╖Multiple 
industries in Dakota C ounty underwent significant changes from 2003 to 2016. Industries that 
experienced a drastic increase in employment included Agriculture & Mining with a 525 
percent increase and Transportation & Warehousing & Utilities with a 167.1 percent increase.  
 

 

 
  

 
       Source: Nebraska Department of Labor Force, 2017 
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Ida County Industry Distribution  
The following graphs show 2016 industry distribution and industry employment growth or 
loss from 2003-2016.  The industry  distribution via employment in Ida County was not diverse 
ȩɣ ⁫⁞⁪⁯╖ ļ˿ɴ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫȩǟʻ ƒǁǁɴ˞ɣˉǟǌ ȇɴʫ ɝɴʫǟ ˉȞƒɣ Ȟƒɋȇ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ˉɴˉƒɋ ʻȞƒʫǟ ȩɣ
employment which included Manufacturing  at 38.9 percent and Health Care & Social 
Assistance at 15.8 percent. The industry  distribution in Ida County is listed in the following 
pie-chart.     ʫɴɝ ⁫⁞⁞⁬ ˉɴ ⁫⁞⁪⁯┼ ¸ǌƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ğ˞Ʒɋȩǁ  ǌɝȩɣȩʻˉʫƒˉȩɴɣ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫ̈ ˞ɣǌǟʫ˿ǟɣˉ ˉȞǟ
largest change in employment recording a 94.1 percent decrease, which resulted in becoming 
the smallest  industry via employment.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
         Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017; U.S. Census Bureau American Factfinder; Iowa Workforce Development 
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Plymouth County Industry Distribution  
The following graphs show 2016 industry dist ribution and industry employment growth or 
loss from 2003-2016.  ¸ɣǌ˞ʻˉʫȩǟʻ ƒǁǁɴ˞ɣˉȩɣȊ ȇɴʫ ˉȞǟ ɋƒʫȊǟʻˉ ʻȞƒʫǟ ɴȇ ğɋ̈ɝɴ˞ˉȞ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ
employmen t in 2016 was Manufacturing  at 25.6 percent and Transportation & Warehousing 
and Utilities  ƒˉ ⁪⁪╖⁶ ʠǟʫǁǟɣˉ╖  ǌǌȩˉȩɴɣƒɋ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫȩǟʻ ˉȞƒˉ Ȟƒǌ ƒ ɣɴˉȩǁǟƒƷɋǟ ʻȞƒʫǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ
employment included Health Care & Social Assistance at 11.2 percent and Retail Trade at ten 
percent. A full breakdown  ɴɣ ğɋ̈ɝɴ˞ˉȞ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫ̈ distribution via employment is 
depicted in the following pie -chart. Several industries in Plymouth County underwent 
significant changes from 2003 to 2016. Changes in the number of employees per industry that 
took place between 2003 and 2016 in Plymouth County are illustrated in the following graph . 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
         Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017; U.S. Census Bureau American Factfinder; Iowa Workforce Development 
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Woodbury County Industry Distribution  
The following graphs show 2016 industry distribution and industry employment growth or 
loss from 2003-2016.  ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȩɣǌ˞ʻˉʫ̈ distribution via employment was well 
diversified in 2016 as the Health Care & Social Assistance industry accounted for the largest 
share of employment with just 16.3 percent. A full breakdown of all the industries share of 
ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ɝǟɣˉ ȩʻ ǌȩʻʠɋƒ̈ǟǌ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ ȇɴɋɋɴ˿ȩɣȊ ʠȩǟ-chart. The industry  growth 
that took place in Woodbury County from 2003 to 2016 was overshadowed by the 
Construction industry, which recorded an overwhelming 102.4 percent increase in 
employ ment.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
         Source: U.S. Census Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017; U.S. Census Bureau American Factfinder; Iowa Workforce Development 
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Average Weekly Wage 
The following graph shows average weekly wage from 2003 to 2016 in Cherokee, Dakota, Ida, 
Plymouth, and Woodbury counties.  Key findings from the graph are listed below.  
 

1. Average weekly wage has gradually increased 2003-2016 in all five counties  
2. ļȞʫǟǟ ɴ˞ˉ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ȇȩ˻ǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉȩǟʻ ʻƒ˿ ˉȞǟȩʫ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ǟǟʻ☼ ƒ˻ǟʫƒȊǟ ˿ǟǟɅɋ̈ ˿ƒȊǟ Ȋʫɴ˿ Ʒy 

more than fifty percent from 2003 -2016 (Ida County 59.7% increase, Plymouth County 
55%, and Woodbury County 53%)  

3. Ida County recorded the largest  on average annual increase in aver age weekly wage 
with 3.7%, followed by Plymouth County with 3.44 %, Woodbury County with 3.36 %, 
Cherokee County with 2.97%, and Dakota County with 2.93%  

4. ¸ǌƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ average annual increase of 3.7% roughly equates to an average annual 
increase of $24 to employees weekly wage 

5. Cherokee and Plymouth County were the only counties who recorded an increase in 
ˉȞǟȩʫ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ǟǟʻ☼ ƒ˻ǟʫƒȊǟ ˿ǟǟɅɋ̈ ˿ƒȊǟ ǟach year between 2003 and 2016 

6. A ǌǟǁʫǟƒʻǟ ȩɣ ǟɝʠɋɴ̈ǟǟʻ☼ ƒ˻ǟʫƒȊǟ ˿ǟǟɅɋ̈ ˿ƒȊǟ ɴǁǁ˞ʫʫed from 2008 to 2009 in 
Dakota, Ida, and Woodbury County  

7. Plymouth County recorded a higher weekly wage than the state of Iowa in 2016.  All 
other counties recorded lower weekly wages when compared to the state in 2016.   
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Income Distribution  
The table below shows the comparison in income distribution by households between 
Cherokee, Dakota, Ida, Plymouth, and Woodbury County. Households earning an annual 
income between $50,000 and $74,999 accounted for the highest proportion of households in 
all five counties in 2016. Households earning an annual income between $50,000 and $74,999 
accounted for the highest proportion of households in the entire state of Iowa and Nebraska 
ƒʻ ˿ǟɋɋ╖ ċƒɝȩɣȩɣȊ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉȩǟʻ☼ ɝǟǌȩƒɣ┼ ɝǟƒɣ┼ ƒɣǌ ʠǟʫ ǁƒʠȩˉƒ ȩɣǁɴɝǟ ȩɣ ǁɴɝparison to their 
respective state, nearly four of the five counties recorded lower figures in each economic  
category. The only county who recorded higher figures than their respecti ve state in all three 
economic  categories was Plymouth County. Amongst the five counties themselves, Plymouth 
County recorded the highest median and mean income while Ida County recorded the 
highest per capita income.  
 

2016 Household Income in the Past 12 Months 
  Cherokee Dakota Ida Plymouth  Woodbury 
Less than $10,000 5.2% 7.6% 5.8% 4.3% 6.7% 
$10,000 to $14,999 4.0% 4.8% 6.6% 3.6% 5.3% 
$15,000 to $24,999 13.2% 11.7% 13.8% 9.1% 11.5% 
$25,000 to $34,999 13.2% 8.7% 9.6% 9.1% 12.8% 
$35,000 to $49,999 12.9% 14.2% 14.3% 14.4% 14.4% 
$50,000 to $74,999 22.6% 24.8% 18.4% 22.0% 19.9% 
$75,000 to $99,999 13.2% 11.2% 13.8% 15.8% 13.8% 
$100,000 to $149,999 9.3% 11.5% 10.4% 15.2% 10.4% 
$150,000 to $199,999 2.8% 3.1% 4.1% 4.0% 2.8% 
$200,000 or more 3.6% 2.3% 3.2% 2.5% 2.3% 
  
Median Income (dollars)  51,590 52,336 49,957 60,339 49,010 
Mean Income (dollars)  65,060 61,822 67,861 71,580 62,876 
Per Capita Income 28,783 21,710 29,750 28,975 24,469 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Factfinder, 2017 
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Cost of Living 
The following graph shows the SperlȩɣȊ☼ʻ ǁɴʻˉ of living indices  based on a US average of 100. An amount below 100 means that the city is 
less expensive than the US average. İʠǟʫɋȩɣȊ☼ʻcost of living index is sourced from original research and analysis, as well as over 30 
government and private indust ry organizations including: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, Current Population Survey 
and Educational Testing Service and ACT, Inc.3  
 

 
  

                                                   
 
3 {ǇŜǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ tƭŀŎŜǎΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎΦ  wŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ aŀȅ нлмуΥ https://www.bestplaces.net/cost-of-living/  
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Economic Development Partners  
Numerous high -profiled groups and organizations have been proactive in supporting 
economic development initiatives and a better quality of life throughout the Highway 20 
Corridor Economic Development Study area. The following chapter is d edicated to 
highlighting over 140  economic development partners th at collaborate with Dakota, 
Cherokee, Ida, Plymouth, and Woodbury Counties .  
 

* Highway 20 Economic Development Study Project Sponsors  
 

Federal Partners 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
United States Department of Agriculture provides leadership on 
food, agriculture, natural resources, rural development, 
nutrition, and related issues based on public policy, the best 
available science, and effective management. USDA has a vision 
to provide economic opportunity through innovation, helping  
rural America to thrive; to promote agriculture production that 
better nourishes Americans while also helping feed others 
throughout the world; and to preserve our Nation's natural resources through conservation, 
restored forests, improved watersheds, and  healthy private working lands.  
Website: https://www.usda.gov   
 
United States Department of Education (USDE) 
ŋİTc☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ʠʫɴɝɴˉǟ ʻˉ˞ǌǟɣˉ ƒǁȞȩǟ˻ǟɝǟɣˉ ƒɣǌ ʠʫǟʠƒʫƒˉȩɴɣ ȇɴʫ ȊɋɴƷƒɋ
competitiveness by fostering educ ational excellence and ensuring equal 
access. USDE has a $68 billion budget that is dedicated to the following:  
¶ Establishing policies on federal financial aid for education, and      

distributing as well as monitoring those funds.  
¶ Collecting data on Ameri ca's schools and disseminating research.  
¶ Focusing national attention on key educational issues.  
¶ Prohibiting discrimination and ensuring equal access to education.  

Website: https://www.ed.gov/   
 
United States Department of Commerce (USDOC) 
The USDOC promotes job creation and economic growth by ensuring fair 
and reciprocal trade, providing the data necessary to support commerce 
and constitutional democracy, and fostering innovation by setting 
standards and conducting found ational research and development. The 
USDOC provides U.S. ► based companies and entrepreneurs invaluable 
tools through programs such as the Decennial Census, the National 
Weather Service, NOAA Fisheries, and the Foreign Commercial Service. 
Website: https://www.commerce.gov/   
 
 
 
 

https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.ed.gov/
https://www.commerce.gov/
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Federal Partners 
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
ŋİTôļ☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ǟnsure our nation has the safest, most 
efficient and modern transportation system in the world; that 
improves the quality of life for all American people and 
communities, from rural to urban, and increases the productivity 
and competitiveness of American workers and businesses.  
Website: https://www.tran sportation.gov/   
 
United States Economic Development Administration (EDA)* 
The U.S. EDA mission is to lead the federal economic 
development agenda by promoting innovation and 
competitiveness, preparing American regions for growth 
and success in the worldw ȩǌǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈╖ ļȞǟ ŋ╖İ╖ cT ☼ʻ
investment policy is designed to establish a foundation 
for sustainable job growth and the building of durable regional economies throughout the 
United States. This foundation builds upon two key economic drivers - innovation an d 
regional collaboration. Innovation is key to global competitiveness, new and better jobs, a 
resilient economy, and the attainment of national economic goals. Regional collaboration is 
essential for economic recovery because regions are the centers of com petition in the new 
global economy and those that work together to leverage resources and use their strengths 
to overcome weaknesses will fare better than those that do not. U.S. EDA encourages its 
partners around the country to develop initiatives that ad vance new ideas and creative 
approaches to address rapidly evolving economic conditions.  
Website: https://www.eda.gov   
 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
The USEPA is an agency of the United States federal government whose 
mission is to protect human and environmental health. Headquartered 
in Washington, D.C., the EPA is responsible for creating standards and 
laws that promoting the health of individuals and the environment.  
Website: https://www.epa.gov/   
 
United States Housing and Urban Development (USHUD) 
ŋİ¯ŋT☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ǁʫǟƒˉǟ ʻˉʫɴɣȊ┼ ʻ˞ʻˉƒȩɣƒƷɋǟ┼ ȩɣǁɋ˞ʻȩ˻ǟ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ
and quality affordable homes for all. USHUD works to strengthen the 
housing market to b olster the economy and protect consumers; meet 
the need for quality affordable rental homes; utilize housing as a 
platform for improving quality of life; build inclusive and sustainable 
communities free from discrimination, and transform the way USHUD 
does business. 
Website: https://www.hud.gov/   
 
U.S Department of the Interior Indian Affairs  
The mission of the  B˞ʫǟƒ˞ ɴȇ ¸ɣǌȩƒɣ  ȇȇƒȩʫʻ☼ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ǟɣȞƒɣǁǟ ˉȞǟ ʧ˞ƒɋȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ɋȩȇǟ┼ ˉɴ
promote economic opportunity, and to carry out the responsibility to protect and improve 
the trust assets of American Indians, Indian tribes and Alaska Natives.  

Website:  https://www.bia.gov/bia   

https://www.transportation.gov/
https://www.eda.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.hud.gov/
https://www.bia.gov/bia
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Iowa State Partners 
Iowa Area Development Group (IADG) 
Founded in 1985, IADG is the business and community development 
leader for our sponsors and partners, including over 220 member -
owned electric cooperatives, municipal utilities and independent 
telecommunication companies throughout the state.   IADG is 
committed to providing co nsultation and assistance to help 
businesses and communities achieve their project development goals.  
Website: http://www.iadg.com/   
 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship  
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship are 
responsible for a wide range of programs that affect the quality of 
life of every Iowan. Programs, divisions, and personnel under this 
department include Soil Conservation, Consumer Protection & 
Industry Services, Food Safety & Animal Health, State 
Climatologist, State, Entomologist, State Veterinarian, Farmers 
Market Nutrition, and the Century and Heritage Farm Program.  
Website: https://www.iowaagriculture.gov/   
 
Iowa Archaeology 
The Office of the State Archaeologist and Iowa Archeological Society  
is facilitated by The University of Iowa.  The purpose of the Society is 
to: Unite those intere sted in the archaeology of Iowa, foster 
cooperation among professi onal and amat eur archaeologists, 
promote the study, investigation, and interpretation of prehistor ic 
and historic remains in Iowa, provide for the dissemination of 
knowledge and research in archaeology and related disciplines, 
encourage the recording and pres ervation o f sites and artifacts, 
develop a constructive attitude toward these cultural resources 
through education and public involvement.   
Website: http://iowaarchaeology.org/   
 
Iowa Department of Education (IDOE) 
IDOE works with the Iowa State Board of Education (State Board) to 
provide support, supervision, and oversight for the state education 
system that includes public elementary and secondary schools, 
nonpublic schools that receive state accreditation, area educatio n 
agencies (AEAs), community colleges, and teacher preparation 
ʠʫɴȊʫƒɝʻ╖ ¸Tôc☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ǁʫǟƒˉǟ ǟ̇ǁǟɋɋǟɣǁǟ ȩɣ ǟǌ˞ǁƒˉȩɴɣ
through leadership and service.  
Website: https://educateiowa.gov/   
 
Iowa Department of Transportation  
The Iowa Department of Transportation is responsible for the 
planning, development, design, construction, maintenance, 
and administration of the state highway system.  

Website: https://www.iowadot.go v/   

http://www.iadg.com/
https://www.iowaagriculture.gov/
http://iowaarchaeology.org/
https://educateiowa.gov/
https://www.iowadot.gov/
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Iowa State Partners  
Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) 
The mission of IEDA is to strengthen economic and 
community vitality by building partnerships and 
leveraging resources to make Iowa the choice for 
people and business. Through two main div isions ► 
business development and community development ► 
IEDA administers several state and federal programs to 
meet its goals of assisting individuals, communities, 
and businesses.  
Website: https: //www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/   
 
Iowa Energy Office 
The Iowa Energy Office manages a diverse mix of state, federal 
and utility -funded programs and initiatives that provide 
energy-ǟǁɴɣɴɝȩǁ Ʒǟɣǟȇȩˉʻ ȇɴʫ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ ǁȩˉȩ̔ǟɣʻ┼ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ┼ ƒɣǌ
organizations.  
Website: www.iowaenergycenter.org/   
 
Iowa Environmental Protection Commission  
The Iowa Environmental Protection Commission is a panel of nine citizens who provide policy 
ɴ˻ǟʫʻȩȊȞˉ ɴ˻ǟʫ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ ǟɣ˻ȩʫɴɣɝǟɣˉƒɋprotection efforts.  
Website: http://www.iowadnr.gov/About -DNR/Boards-Commissions/Environmental -Protection -EPC  
 
Iowa Finance Authority  
The Iowa Finance Authority was established in 1975 to 
undertake programs to assist in the attainment of 
housing for low - and moderate -income Iowans. Since 
then, the organization has expanded its programs to addressing a continuum of housing 
needs, from homeless assistance to multifamily rental to single -family ownership.  
Website: http://www.iowafinanceauthority.gov/   
 
Iowa Natural Resource Commission (NRC) 
The NRC consists of seven citizens who work with the Conservation  and Recreation Division 
of the Department of Natural Resources. Some of the work of the NRC includes reviewing and 
approving hunting and fishing administrative rules, public land acquisitions and easements, 
construction and general business contract, leas es, grants, and annual budgets.  
Website: http://www.iowadnr.gov/About -DNR/Boards-Commissions/Natural -Resource-Commission  
 
Iowa Rural Development Council 
The Iowa Rural Development Council (IRDC) brings together rural partners, both public and 
private, to advance the interests of rural Iowa. Our singular focus is helping rural partners 
collaborate, share information, conduct research, spotlight best practices, and serve and 
ʻ˞ʠʠɴʫˉ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ ʫ˞ʫƒɋ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ╖ 
Website:  http://iowardc.org/   
 
  

https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/
http://www.iowaenergycenter.org/
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Boards-Commissions/Environmental-Protection-EPC
http://www.iowafinanceauthority.gov/
http://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Boards-Commissions/Natural-Resource-Commission
http://iowardc.org/
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Iowa State Partners  
Iowa Travel & Tourism  
Iowa Travel & Tourism sponsors the TRAVEL IOWA website. 
The site hosts descriptions of the sta ˉǟ☼ʻ ƒˉˉʫƒǁˉȩɴɣʻ ƒɣǌ
tourism programs including: natural resources, 
entertainment, passport program, travel guide, historic 
sites, and attraction locations in Iowa.  
Website: https://www.traveliowa.com/   
 
Iowa Workforce Development (IWD) 
IWD is a state agency committed to providing 
employment services for individual job seekers 
through our IowaWORKS partnership. Employers and 
businesses can post jobs, hire veterans and apply 
for qualifying federal tax credits. IWD continually 
strives to improve processes and align the organization in such a way to provide effective, 
demand-driven products and services. IWD staff in Des Moines consists of administrative, 
ɋƒƷɴʫ ʻǟʫ˻ȩǁǟʻ┼ ˿ɴʫɅǟʫʻ☼ ǁɴɝʠǟɣʻƒˉȩɴɣ┼ ɋƒƷɴʫ ɝƒʫɅǟˉ ȩɣȇɴʫɝƒtion, and the unemployment 
insurance services staff.  
Website: https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/   
 
State Historical Society of Iowa  
In existence since 1857 and a dual mission of preservatio n 
and education, the State Historical Society maintains a 
museum, archives & historical libraries, preservation office, 
and eight historic sites. These bureaus preserve and provide 
ƒǁǁǟʻʻ ˉɴ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ Ȟȩʻˉɴʫȩǁƒɋ ʫǟʻɴ˞ʫǁǟʻ ˉȞʫɴ˞ȊȞ ƒ ˻ƒʫȩǟˉ̈ ɴȇ ʠʫɴȊʫƒɝʻ┼ ǟ̇ȞȩƷȩtions, and projects.  
Website: https://iowaculture.gov/history  
 

Iowa State Higher Education  
Briar Cliff University  
Briar Cliff University is a private, Franciscan, Roman Catholic, and 
Liberal Arts Universit y located in Sioux City, Iowa. In the Franciscan 
tradition of service, caring and openness to all, Briar Cliff emphasizes 
quality education for its students, combining a broad intellectual 
background with career development.  
Website: https://www.briarcliff.edu/   
 
Buena Vista University 
Óɴǁƒˉǟǌ ȩɣ İˉɴʫɝ ÓƒɅǟ┼ ˉȞǟ ŋɣȩ˻ǟʫʻȩˉ̈☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ʠʫǟʠƒʫǟ ʻˉ˞ǌǟɣˉʻ ȇɴʫ ɋȩȇǟɋɴɣȊ ʻ˞ǁǁǟʻʻ
through transformational academic, professional and co -curricular programs.   
Website:  http://www.bvu.edu   
 
Iowa State University (ISU) 
ISU is a public, land-grant University, where students get a great academic 
start in learning communities and stay active in 800 -plus student 
organizations, undergrad research, internships and study abroad.  

Website: https://www.iastate.edu/   

https://www.traveliowa.com/
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/
https://iowaculture.gov/history
https://www.briarcliff.edu/
http://www.bvu.edu/
https://www.iastate.edu/
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Iowa State Higher Education  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach serves as a 99-county campus, connecting the 
needs of Iowa with Iowa State University research and 
resources. The organization focuses on providing 
ǟǌ˞ǁƒˉȩɴɣ ƒɣǌ ʠƒʫˉɣǟʫʻȞȩʠʻ ǌǟʻȩȊɣǟǌ ˉɴ ʻɴɋ˻ǟ ˉɴǌƒ̈☼ʻ
problems and prepare for the future.  
Website: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/   
 
Morningside College  
Morningside College is a private, liberal arts college affiliated 
with the United Methodist Church located in Sioux City, Iowa. 
With a focus on cultivating a passion for lifelong learning, a 
dedication to ethical leadership, and a desire for civic 
responsibility, both the U.S. New & World Report has ranked 
Morningside College as one of the best liberal arts colleges in 
the Midwest every year over the past decade.  
Website: https://www.morningside.edu/   
 
St. Luke☺ʵ IɰɈɈǝȈǝ▬ Unity Point Health  
As an institution of higher education, St. Luke's College provides 
high quality, health system -based education to individuals who 
desire to become competent and compassionate health care 
ʠʫɴ˻ȩǌǟʫʻ╖ İˉ╖ Ó˞Ʌǟ☼ʻ ǁɴɋɋǟȊǟ ȩʻ ˉȞǟ only medical center based 
health sciences college in the Siouxland Region.  
Website: www.stlukescollege.edu/   
 
University of Iowa  
ļȞǟ ŋɣȩ˻ǟʫʻȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ¸ɴ˿ƒ ȩʻ ɴɣǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ɣƒˉȩɴɣ☼ʻ ʠʫǟɝȩǟʫ ʠ˞Ʒɋȩǁ ʫǟʻǟƒʫǁȞ
univer sities with 33,334 students from 114 countries and all 50 states. 
 ɴ˞ɣǌǟǌ ȩɣ ⁪⁵⁭⁴┼ ȩˉ ȩʻ ˉȞǟ ʻˉƒˉǟ☼ʻ ɴɋǌǟʻˉ ȩɣʻˉȩˉ˞ˉȩɴɣ ɴȇ ȞȩȊȞǟʫ ǟǌ˞ǁƒˉȩɴɣ
and is located alongside the picturesque Iowa River in Iowa City.  
Website: https ://uiowa.edu/   
 
University of Northern Iowa (UNI) 
UNI is a university located in Cedar Falls, Iowa. UNI offers more than 
90 majors across the colleges of Business Administration, Education, 
Humanities, Arts, and Sciences, and Social and Behavioral sciences, 
and graduate college.  
Website: https://uni.edu/   
 
Western Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) 
Western Iowa Tech Community College is a comprehensive 
community college with five campuses in northwestern Iowa. The 
main campus is located in Sioux City; the other campuses are 
located in Mapleton, Le Mars, Denison and Cherokee.  
Website: https://www.witcc.edu/    

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/
https://www.morningside.edu/
http://www.stlukescollege.edu/
https://uiowa.edu/
https://uni.edu/
https://www.witcc.edu/
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Nebraska State Partners  
Nebraska Center for Rural Affairs (NCRA) 
The NCRA stands up for rural Nebraska, the small 
family farmer and rancher, new business owner, 
and rural communities.  For more than 40 years, NCRA has been a leading force engaging 
people to build a better rural future. NCRA supports rural stories and cultur e on their website 
ƒɣǌ ȩɣ ˉȞǟȩʫ ɣǟ˿ʻɋǟˉˉǟʫ ˉȞƒˉ ʻˉƒˉǟʻ┼ ◦ūǟ ɋȩ˻ǟ ˉȞȩʻ ˿ɴʫɅ╖ ūǟɋǁɴɝǟ ˉɴ ɴ˞ʫ ʫ˞ʫƒɋ ʫǟ˻ɴɋ˞ˉȩɴɣ╖☺
Offices are located in Lyons and Hartington.  
Website: http://www.cfra.org/about   
 
Nebraska Archaeology 
Several organizations promote archaeology in 
Nebraska.  The Nebraska Archaeology site provides 
archaeology news, event announcements, profiles of 
Nebraska archaeologists, resources, blog, and links to 
other Nebraska archaeology websites .  
Website:  https://nebraskaarchaeology.org/   
 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture  
The Nebraska Department of Agriculture supports the 
following programs and services:  Ag promotion & 
development, animal & plant health protec tion, food 
safety & consumer protection, and scientific 
laboratories.  
Website: http://www.nda.nebraska.gov   
 
Nebraska Department of Economic Development (NDED)  
The mission of NDED is to provide quality leadership 
ƒɣǌ ʻǟʫ˻ȩǁǟʻ ˉȞƒˉ ǟɣƒƷɋǟ ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ☼ʻ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ┼
businesses, and people to succeed in a global 
economy.  The NDED has the following functions:   
¶ Support communities with development efforts  
¶ Assist with starting, retaining, and expanding business es 
¶ Promote the state for business locations and expansions.  

Website: https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/   
 
  

http://www.cfra.org/about
https://nebraskaarchaeology.org/
http://www.nda.nebraska.gov/
https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/
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Nebraska State Partners  
Nebraska Department of Game and Parks  
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission was established by 
the Legislature in 1901.  The Department and Commission 
˿ɴʫɅʻ ˉɴ ǁɴɣʻǟʫ˻ǟ ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ☼ʻ ɣƒˉ˞ʫƒɋ ʫǟʻɴ˞ʫǁǟʻ╖ ļȞǟ ƒȊǟɣǁ̈
has a board of nine commissioners. Among the many duties of 
the Commission and staff are establishing hunting seasons 
ƒɣǌ ʫǟȊ˞ɋƒˉȩɴɣʻ ȇɴʫ Ȋƒɝǟ ʻʠǟǁȩǟʻ╛ ɝƒɣƒȊȩɣȊ ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ☼ʻ ʻˉƒˉǟ ʠƒʫɅʻ┼ ʻˉƒˉǟ ʫǟǁʫǟƒˉȩɴɣ ƒʫǟƒʻ
and other public lands; managing the fisheries at numerous public lakes across the state; 
helping landowners establish good conservation practices on their land; work ing to conserve 
ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ☼ʻ ˉȞʫǟƒˉǟɣǟǌ ƒɣǌ ǟɣǌƒɣȊǟʫǟǌ ʻʠǟǁȩǟʻ╛ ƒɣǌ ʠʫɴ˻ȩǌȩɣȊ Ȟ˞ɣˉǟʫ ƒɣǌ Ʒɴƒˉǟʫ ǟǌ˞ǁƒˉȩɴɣ┼
as well as other resources for those who wish to learn to enjoy the outdoors. We are 
committed to the idea that time spent outdoors, whether it be hunt ing, fishing, hiking, biking, 
bird -watching, canoeing, camping or one of the many other outdoor activities Nebraska has 
to offer, is time well spent.    
Website: http://outdoornebraska.gov   
 
Nebraska Department of Labor and Workforce Development  
The Nebraska Department of Labor supports the following 
programs and services:  Employment and training, 
unemployment insurance for employers, unemployment 
benefits for employees, labor standards, legal resources, 
labor a nd market information, safety and health consultations.  The Nebraska Workforce 
Development Board is established by the Governor in accordance with Section 101 of the 
ūɴʫɅȇɴʫǁǟ ¸ɣɣɴ˻ƒˉȩɴɣ ƒɣǌ ôʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉ̈  ǁˉ ɴȇ ⁫⁞⁪⁭ ░ū¸ô ▒╖ ļȞǟ Bɴƒʫǌ☼ʻ ʠ˞ʫʠɴʻǟ ȩʻ ˉɴ ǁɴɣ˻ǟne 
state, regional, and local workforce system partners to enhance the capacity and 
performance of the workforce development system and align and improve outcomes and 
effectiveness of federally -funded and other workforce investments.  
Website: https://www.dol.nebraska.gov   
 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) 
The NDNR manages our most precious natural resource through sound partnerships, 
cooperation, and science -based decision making. NDNR supports the following programs and 
services:  Floodplain management, dam safety, natural resources planning, water planning 
and integrated management, storage of natural resources and related data, administration of 
state funds, and monitoring and managing  surface and groundwater quality.  
Website: https://dnr.nebraska.gov   
 
Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT)  
The NDOT is responsible for the planning, development, design, 
construction, maintenance and admini stration of the state 
highway system. The goals of the Department are to preserve 
the billions of dollars Nebraskans have invested in their state 
highway system, making the highways safe and efficient, and accomplishing this in a timely 
and cost-effective manner.  NDOT has eight strategic goals including: safety, fiscal 
responsibility, environmental stewardship, project delivery, asset management, mobility, 
communication, coordination, collaboration, & cooperation, workforce development.  

Website: http://dot.nebraska.gov   

http://outdoornebraska.gov/
https://www.dol.nebraska.gov/
https://dnr.nebraska.gov/
http://dot.nebraska.gov/
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Nebraska State Partners  
Nebraska Energy Office  
Nebraska Energy Office provides the following 
services and programs:  Home energy rating of 
home efficiency, low -income home 
weatherization, and home en ergy efficiency loans.  
Website: http://www.neo.ne.gov   
 
Nebraska Environmental Trust  
The Nebraska Environmental Trust was established in 1992 to 
conserve, enhance and restore the natural environments of 
Nebraska. It was created on the conviction that a prosperous 
future is dependent upon a sound natural environment and that Nebraskans could 
collectively achieve real progress on real environmental issues if seed money were provided.   
The Nebraska Environmental Trust r eceives 44.5% of the profits of the Nebraska Lottery.  
Website: http://www.environmentaltrust.org/   
 
Nebraska Historical Society (NHS) 
NHS manages the states historic sites and markers.  
Access to Nebraska's marked historic places is available 
Ʒ̈ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ƒɣǌ ǁƒˉǟȊɴʫ̈ ɴɣ ˉȞǟ İɴǁȩǟˉ̈☼ʻ ˿ǟƷʻȩˉǟ╖ ļȞǟ ã¯İ
hosts events and exhibits, features historic collections, 
provides educational programs, and hosts the following divisions:  Archeology, collections, 
conservat ion, historic preservation, and publications.  
Website: https://history.nebraska.gov   
 
Nebraska Housing and Community Development  
The federal Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) program provides funding for 
community and economic development projects to encourage additional federal, state, and 
private resources. Communities receiving CDBG funds use those grants to provide decent 
housing, a suitable living environment, and expanded economic opportunities. The Nebraska 
Department of Economic Development administers the CDBG program for most of the state. 
Due to population size, some cities in Nebraska are the administrators of the CDBG program 
in their communities.  
Website: https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/program/community -development -block -grant   
 
Nebraska Investment Finance Authority (NIFA) 
NIFA was created by the Nebraska Legislature on August 26, 1983 
to merge thr ee similar agencies including:  Nebraska Mortgage 
Finance Fund, Nebraska Agricultural Development Corporation 
and Nebraska Development Finance Fund.  NIFA Board of Directors 
is comprised of nine members.  NIFA partners with a network of 
approved participat ing lenders who are knowledgeable and 
trained to process and close loans in home, agricultural farm 
start -up, residential development, and industrial development programs, and investment or 
real estate programs.  
Website: https://www.nifa.org   
 

http://www.neo.ne.gov/
http://www.environmentaltrust.org/
https://history.nebraska.gov/
https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/program/community-development-block-grant
https://www.nifa.org/
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Nebraska State Partners  
Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 
ãğğT☼ʻ Ȋɴƒɋ ȩʻ ˉɴ Ȟƒ˻ǟ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ ʠʫǟʠƒʫǟǌ ȇɴʫ
economic growth opportunities. NPPD provides the 
following services in conjunction with public 
power partners and other state and regional agencies.  
Website: http://econdev.nppd.com/   
 
Nebraska Tourism Commission  
Nebraska Tourism Commission sponsors the Visit 
Nebraska ˿ǟƷʻȩˉǟ╖ ļȞǟ ʻȩˉǟ Ȟɴʻˉʻ ǌǟʻǁʫȩʠˉȩɴɣʻ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ʻˉƒˉǟ☼ʻ ƒˉˉʫƒǁˉȩɴɣʻ and tourism 
programs including:  natural resources, entertainment, travel guide, and historic sites.  
Website: https://visitnebraska.com   
 
Nebraska Indian Community College (NICC) 
For the past 40 years, the NICC has been and 
remains dedicated to planting the seeds of 
knowledge through unique and culturally relevant educational experiences. O ne of the three 
NICC campuses is located in South Sioux City, Nebraska.  
Website: www.thenicc.edu/   
 
Northeast Community College (NCC) 
The South Sioux City Extended Campus of NCC offers students 
the opportunity to gain skills to start a career or build a strong 
ȇɴ˞ɣǌƒˉȩɴɣ ȇɴʫ ƒ ƷƒǁȞǟɋɴʫ☼ʻ ǌǟȊʫǟǟ╖ ô˞ʫ ǌǟȊʫǟǟ ʠʫɴȊʫƒɝʻ ƒɣǌ
short -term tech nical training are focused on skills needed for 
ȞȩȊȞ ǌǟɝƒɣǌ┼ ɋɴǁƒɋ ǁƒʫǟǟʫʻ╖ ųɴ˞ Ȟƒ˻ǟ ˉȞǟ ɴʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉ̈ ˉɴ ɋǟƒʫɣ ƒˉ ɴɣǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ɣƒˉȩɴɣ☼ʻ ˉɴʠ ⁪⁞
community colleges. And 99% of Northeast graduates continue their education or find a job!  
NCC offers classes and services available on -site, online, or in a combination of delivery 
methods. We provide support services to help you succeed with your studies and your career 
after college.  We also partner with your business or organization to keep it strong and 
competiti ve with customized business and industry training programs.  Success starts here!  
Website: http://northeast.edu/South -Sioux-City/   
 
University of Nebraska Extension  
The University of Nebraska Extension is located in Dakota City within the Natural Resources 
Department building.  Educational opportunities include:  Classes, Media releases, 
Newsletters, Publications, Web -Based Seminars and University Classes (undergraduate and 
graduate), Health Fairs, County Fair, and Ag Days.   
Website: http://www.dakotacountyne.org/webpages/extension/extension.html   
 
Wayne State College (WSC) 
WSC at the College Center in South Sioux City offers quality 
ƷƒǁȞǟɋɴʫ☼ʻ ƒɣǌ ɝƒʻˉǟʫ☼ʻ ǌǟȊʫǟǟ ʠʫɴȊʫƒɝʻ ȩɣ ƒ ǁɴɣ˻ǟɣȩǟɣˉ
ɋɴǁƒˉȩɴɣ ƒɣǌ ƒˉ ˉȞǟ ʫǟȊȩɴɣ☼ʻ ɝɴʻˉ ƒȇȇɴʫǌƒƷɋǟ ʫƒˉǟ╖ ūȩˉȞ ˉȞǟ
JɴɋɋǟȊǟ Jǟɣˉǟʫ☼ʻ ʻˉƒˉǟ-of-the-art classrooms and computer labs, as well as one -on-one 
attention from faculty and staff, WSC is committed to quality.  

Website: https://www.wsc.edu/south -sioux-city   

http://econdev.nppd.com/
https://visitnebraska.com/
http://www.thenicc.edu/
http://northeast.edu/South-Sioux-City/
http://www.dakotacountyne.org/webpages/extension/extension.html
https://www.wsc.edu/south-sioux-city


41 
SIMPCO Region U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Economic Development Study 12/14/2018  

 

Regional Partners 
Regional Partners are defined as organizations that are multi -jurisdictional across state 
and/or county lines .  
 
Center for Industrial Research & Services (CIRAS)  
The CIRAS is part of the College of Engineering and the Office of 
Economic Development and Industry Relations at Iowa State 
University. Since 1963 CIRAS has been partnering with Iowa 
companies and com munities to help them prosper and grow. CIRAS aims to improve the 
profitability of businesses through Proven Services, Engage/Educate/Embed , Return on 
Investment , and Vast Network.  
Website: http://www.ciras.iastate.edu/   
 
Grow Siouxland Taskforce 
£ʫɴ˿ İȩɴ˞̇ɋƒɣǌ ļƒʻɅȇɴʫǁǟ☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ ʫǟɝɴ˻ǟ ɴƷʻˉƒǁɋǟʻ ˉɴ Ȋʫɴ˿ˉȞ ȩɣ İȩɴ˞̇ɋƒɣǌ Ʒ̈
removing obstacles through networking, communication, and other means.  
Website: https://www.facebook.com/GrowSiouxland/  
 
µɰ˸ƒ☺ʵ Ţǝʵ˂ Iɰƒʵ˂ µɠȦ˂Ȧƒ˂Ȧ˴ǝ 
¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ ūǟʻˉ Jɴƒʻˉ ¸ɣȩˉȩƒˉȩ˻ǟ ˿ƒʻ ǁʫǟƒˉǟǌ ˉȞʫɴ˞ȊȞ ƒ
partnership with economic development organizations 
in Plymouth, Monona and Woodbury counties.  The 
purpose of the group is to increase entrepreneurial activity in northwest Iowa and support 
small business growth.  The group organizes events and provides resources for 
ǟɣˉʫǟʠʫǟɣǟ˞ʫʻ ƒɣǌ ʻɝƒɋɋ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ ɴɣ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ ūǟʻˉ Jɴƒʻˉ╖ 
Website: http://www.iawestcoast.com/home.html   
 
Keep Northeast Nebraska Beautiful (KNNB) 
KNNB is a non-profit organization started in 1964 by 
Governor Frank Morrison.  In 1980 Keep Nebraska Beautiful 
became a statewide affiliate of Keep Americ a Beautiful 
(KAB) which is a national, non -profit public education 
organization.  KNNB administers educational and 
community -improvement programs that address local 
needs including litter awareness and litter cleanups; beautification; reuse and recycling 
programs and neighborhood revitalization.  
Website: http://www.knb.org/about.html   
 
MidAmerican Energy * 
MidAmerican Energy Company is an energy 
company based in Des Moines, Iowa. Its 
service area includes almost two -thirds of 
Iowa, as well as portions of Illinois, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska. 
Website: https://www.midamericanenergy.com/   
 
 
 

http://www.ciras.iastate.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/GrowSiouxland/
http://www.iawestcoast.com/home.html
http://www.knb.org/about.html
https://www.midamericanenergy.com/
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Regional Partners  
North West Rural Electric Cooperative (NWREC) * 
NWREC provides reliable, competitively -priced energy and other 
valuable services to benefit members and communities in the 
Siouxland Region. NWREC invests in many aspects of our communities, 
from educating the youth to helping create value -added jobs in a 
variety of industries.  
Website: https://www.nwrec.coop/   
 
Northwest Iowa Development  
Northwest Iowa Development is a group of six 
counties creating a unified, targeted approach 
to developing and branding/marketing the 
Northwest Iowa region to attract quality new corporate locations and expansions and to 
attract skilled talent to support business growth. The counties that encompass Northwest 
¸ɴ˿ƒ ȩɣǁɋ˞ǌǟ┴ JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ┼ Ó̈ɴɣ┼ ô☼Bʫȩǟɣ┼ ôʻǁǟɴɋƒ┼ ğɋ̈ɝɴ˞ˉȞ ƒɣǌ İȩɴ˞̇╖ 
Website: http://www.northwestiowa.com   
 
Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative (NIPCO) * 
NIPCO is a generation and transmission electric 
cooperative supplying wholesale electric power to 
seven distribution cooperatives cover ing 6,500 square 
miles in western Iowa. These distribution cooperatives supply retail power to over 30,000 
members/consumers.  
Website: https://www.nipco.coop/   
 
Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 
The Siouxland Chamber of Commerce promotes and energizes 
the Siouxland community including the counties and cities 
located at the adjoining points of Iowa, Nebraska and South 
Dakota.  The Chamber is sponsored by hundreds of caring, 
supportive businesses and organizations that enc ourage the 
prosperity and quality of life of the Siouxland region.  Siouxland is a prime example of 
separate states, counties and cities working together to create one united community.  
Website: http://siouxland chamber.com/   
 
Siouxland Economic Development Corporation (SEDC) * 
SEDC was formed in 1979 to help businesses start up or 
expand in a ten -county area of Iowa, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota.  SEDC is a non-profit organization governed by a volunteer board of directors 
and staffed by seasoned loan professionals. SEDC offers loans to all varieties of businesses.  
Website: http://www.siouxlandedc.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nwrec.coop/
http://www.northwestiowa.com/
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Regional Partners  
Siouxland Interstate Metropolitan Planning Council (SIMPCO) 
İ¸ßğJô☼ʻ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ȩʻ ˉɴ Ʒǟ ƒ ǁƒˉƒɋ̈ʻˉ ȇɴʫ ʫǟȊȩɴɣƒɋ
cooperation, uniting local governments of the Tri -State 
Siouxland Region into an effective Council of 
Governments, to promote the best possible planning 
practices and advocate partnerships throughout the 
region, and to partner with local governments in long -range planning, community 
development activities, and professional regional program management, which foster 
intelligent growth, economic development, and safe, accessible transportation.  
Website: www.simpco.org  
 
The Siouxland Initiative (TSI) * 
TSI is a private sector, not -for -profit regional economic development organization focused 
on increasing and enhancing employment opportunities in the tri -state region of Iowa, 
Nebraska and South Dakota. The Siouxland Chamber of Commerce is responsible for 
administering the activities of the Initiative.  
Website: http://directory.siouxlandchamber.com/list/member/the -siouxland -initiative -sioux-city -807.htm  
 
U.S. Highway 20 Corridor Association *  
U.S. Highway 20 was one of the first coast-to-coast 
highways in the United States. Starting in downtown 
Boston, it travels through Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon. Legislators along the Midwest Connector of the U.S. 20 Corridor 
have set statewide four -lane U.S. 20 as their number one prior ity.  
Website: www.4lane20.com/   
 
Western Iowa Advantage 
Western Iowa Advantage is a collaborative effort of 
economic development officials in Adair, Audubon, Carroll, 
Crawford, Greene, Guthrie, Ida and Sac Counties.  The 
mission of this consortium is to work cooperatively in an 
effort to effectively market the many viable economic 
assets of this region. The effort will build a stronger, local, regional and statewide economy. 
The results of their work manifest themse lves in job creation in specific industry clusters 
already prevalent in the region ► in particular, manufacturing, renewable energy and 
biosciences ► as well as in other existing industries currently thriving here.  
Website: http://www.westerniowaadvantage.com/about -us/   
 
Woodbury County Rural Electric Cooperative * 
Woodbury County Rural Electric Cooperative is a 
consumer-owned electric cooperative with headquarters in Moville, Iowa, and serves power 
to 3500 farms, homes, and businesses with approximately 1200 miles of line in Northwest 
Iowa. Electricity that is supplied to the members of Woodbury County Rural Electric 
Cooperative is produced by two main fuel sources:  1) Falling water from the dams 
(Hydropower) on the Missouri River 2) Coal from the mines in North Dakota and Wyoming.  

Website: https://woodburyrec.com/   

http://www.simpco.org/
http://directory.siouxlandchamber.com/list/member/the-siouxland-initiative-sioux-city-807.htm
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County Partners  
Cherokee County* Board of Supervisors and County Staff  
The Cherokee County Board of Supervisors is composed of five elected members.  Cherokee 
County is staffed with highly -trained personnel that provide up -to-date information on 
recent activity including available business sites and permitting pro cesses directly related to 
economic development throughout the County. In addition to the Board of Supervisors, 
Cherokee County houses the following offices:  
 
Cherokee County Offices:  
Assessor/GIS 
Attorney  
Auditor  
Clerk of District Court  
Community Services 
Conservation Offices 

Emergency Management 
Engineers Office 
Environmental Health  
General Relief Office 
IT/Website  
Human Resources 

Recorders Office 
Sheriffs Office  
Technology/Website  
Treasurers Office 
Zoning  

 
County Website:  http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/index.html   
 

Cherokee County Top Employers 
ļȞǟʫǟ ȩʻ ƒ ˿ȩǌǟ ˻ƒʫȩǟˉ̈ ɴȇ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ ȩɣ JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ˉȞƒˉ ǁɴɣˉʫȩƷ˞ˉǟ ˉɴ ˉȞǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈☼ʻ
success and well-being of resi dents in unique ways. In the following table, the ten largest 
employers in Cherokee County are listed.  
 

Company Name Employees 
Hy-Vee Distribution  550 
Cherokee Regional Medical Center 290 
Hy-Vee Food Store 200 
Mental Health Institute  164 
Cherokee School District  130 
Civil Commitment Unit  112 
DuPont Pioneer 92 
Staples Promotional Products  83 
RJ Thomas Manufacturing 74 
First Coop Association 70 

 

Cherokee County Economic Development Partners  
Cherokee Area Economic Development Corporation *  
Cherokee Area Economic Development Corporation is a 
community foundation that collaborates with multiple 
economic development organizations in effort to retain 
and attract business, agriculture, and residents to Cherokee County.  
Website: https://www.cherokeeia.com/   
 
 
 
 

http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/index.html
https://www.cherokeeia.com/
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Cherokee County Economic Development Partners  
Cherokee Industrial Corporation  
One of Cherokee Area Economic Development 
Jɴʫʠɴʫƒˉȩɴɣ☼ʻ ʠƒʫˉɣǟʫʻ┼ JȞǟʫɴɅǟǟ ¸ɣǌ˞ʻˉʫȩƒɋ
Corporation is composed of a group of volunteers 
whose sole mission is to improve the business and 
industry community in the City of Cherokee. The group 
has recently negotiated a contract with Quad County 
Corn Processors [QCCP] to build a new transload facility in Cherokee to serve QCCP. 
Website: https://www.cherokeeia.com/about/cherokee -industrial -corporation   
 

Cherokee County Communities 
City of Aurelia 
Aurelia is located in the east portion of the Count y along State Highway 7. 
City Website:  http://aureliaia.com/   
Aurelia Economic Development Corporation: http://aureliaia.com/government/economic -development/   
 
City of Cherokee * 
Cherokee is located in the east -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 59.  
City Website:   https://cherokeeiowa.net/   
Cherokee Chamber of Commerce: http://www.cherokeeiowachamber.com/   
 
City of Cleghorn 
Cleghorn is located in the northwest quadrant of the County along State Highway 3.  
City Website: https://cleghorniowa.com/   
 
City of Larrabee 
Larrabee is located in the north -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 59.  
City Website: http://www.cherokeecountyio wa.com/Towns/Larrabee.htm   
 
City of Marcus 
Marcus is the furthest community to the west in the County residing along State Highway 3.  
City Website/Marcus Chamber of Commerce:  https://www.marcusiowa.com/  
Marcus Economic Development Corporation: https://www.marcusiowa.com/medco   
 
City of Meriden 
Meriden is located in the north -central portion of the County along State Highway 3.  
City Website: http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/towns/meriden.htm   
 
City of Quimby 
Quimby is located in the southern portion of the County along State Highway 31.  
City Website: http://www.cherok eecountyiowa.com/Towns/Quimby.htm   
 
City of Washta 
Washta is the furthest community to the south in the County residing along State Highway 31.  
City Website: http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/Towns/Washta.htm   
 

https://www.cherokeeia.com/about/cherokee-industrial-corporation
http://aureliaia.com/
http://aureliaia.com/government/economic-development/
https://cherokeeiowa.net/
http://www.cherokeeiowachamber.com/
https://cleghorniowa.com/
http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/Towns/Larrabee.htm
https://www.marcusiowa.com/medco
http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/towns/meriden.htm
http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/Towns/Quimby.htm
http://www.cherokeecountyiowa.com/Towns/Washta.htm
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Cherokee County School Districts  
Alta-Aurelia Community Schools  
Alta-Aurelia Community Schools offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities 
around City of Aurelia an d the City of Alta, which is located 
in the western portion of Buena Vista County.  
Website: https://www.alta -aurelia.org/   
 
Cherokee Community School District 
Cherokee Community School Districts offers K -12 
educational programs and facilities and covers the 
rural communities around the City of Cherokee in 
the central portion of Cherokee County.  
Website: http://www.ccsd.k12.ia.us/   
 
Marcus-Meriden-Cleghorn and Remsen-Union (MMCRU) 
Community School District  
MMCRU Community School District offers K-12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities 
around the City of Meriden, Cleghorn, Marcus, and Remsen, 
which resides in the northeast quadrant of Plymouth County. 
The district came into existence in 2016 after a Whole Grade 
Sharing agreement between Marcus -Meriden-Cleghorn and 
Remsen-Union Schools was made. 
Website: https://www.mmcruroyals.org/   
 
River Valley Community School District  
River Valley Community School District offers K -
12 educational programs and facilities and 
covers the rural communities around the City of 
Washta and Quimby. 
Website: http://www.r vwolverines.org/   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alta-aurelia.org/
http://www.ccsd.k12.ia.us/
https://www.mmcruroyals.org/
http://www.rvwolverines.org/
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Dakota County* Board of Commissioners and County Staff  
The Dakota County Board of Commissioners is composed of six elected members.  Dakota 
County is staffed with highly -trained personnel that provide up -to-date information  on 
recent activity including available business sites and permitting processes directly related to 
economic development throughout the County. In addition to the Board of Commissioners, 
Dakota County houses the following offices:  
 
Dakota County Offices:  
Assessor 
Attorney  
Board of Commissioners  
Clerk  
Clerk of District Court  
Corrections 
Election Commissioner  

Emergency Manager  
Health Department  
Highway Superintendent  
Planning and Zoning  
Probation  
Public Defender  
Register of Deeds 

Sheriff  
Treasurer 
UNL Extension Office 
Veterans Services Office 
Weed Superintendent  

 
County Website:   http://www.dakotacountyne.org/default.htm   
 

Dakota County Top Employers  
There is a wide ˻ƒʫȩǟˉ̈ ɴȇ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ ȩɣ TƒɅɴˉƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ˉȞƒˉ ǁɴɣˉʫȩƷ˞ˉǟ ˉɴ ˉȞǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈☼ʻ
success and well-being of residents in unique ways. In the following table, the ten largest 
employers in Dakota County are listed.  
 

Company Name Employees 
Tyson Fresh Meats 5000 
South Sioux City School District  531 
Great West Casualty 500 
BPI 450 
Walmart 322 
Hy-Vee Gas 250 
Dakota County Government 210 
National Service Co. 200 
PSSI 200 
YMCA 160 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dakotacountyne.org/default.htm
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Dakota County Economic Development Partners  
Dakota County Connections 
Dakota County Connections is a community 
collaborative in Dakota County, Nebraska that 
unites partners from many different community 
agencies for the single purpose of improving the 
quality of life and social -emotional well -being of 
children a nd families.  
Website: http://dakotacountyconnections.com/  
 
Leadership Dakota County  
Leadership Dakota County program promotes leadership 
skills, community involvement, and personal growth. Each 
session features speakers who are acknowledged leaders 
in their specific fields. Program participants will be actively 
engaging in discussion as they explore the opportunities, 
challenges, and discuss solutions to the most pressing 
issues facing our county.  
Website: http://www.leadershipdakotacounty.org/   
 

Dakota County Communities  
City of Dakota City 
Dakota City is located in the northeast quadrant of the County along State Highway 35.  
City Website: http://www.dakotacity.net/   
 
City of South Sioux City 
South Sioux City is located in the northeast corner of the County along Federal Highway 77.  
City Website: https://www.southsiouxcity.org/     
South Sioux City Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism:  http://southsiouxchamber.org/   
South Sioux City Economic Development: https://www.southsiouxcity.org/department/?structureid=4   
 
Village of Emerson 
Emerson is located in the southwest corner of the County along State Highway 9.  
City Website: http://emerson -ne.com/   
 
Village of Homer 
Homer is located in the southeast quadrant of the County along Federal Highway 75.  
City Website:  http://www.homerne.net/    
Homer P.R.I.D.E.: http://www.homerne.net/work_pride.html   
 
Village of Hubbard  
Hubbard is located in the central portion of the County along State Highway 35.  
City Website: https://hubbardne.com/   
 
Village of Jackson 
Jackson is located in the northwest quadrant of the County along Federal Highway 20.  
City Website: https://jacksonnebraska.com/   

http://dakotacountyconnections.com/
http://www.leadershipdakotacounty.org/
http://www.dakotacity.net/
https://www.southsiouxcity.org/
http://southsiouxchamber.org/
https://www.southsiouxcity.org/department/?structureid=4
http://emerson-ne.com/
http://www.homerne.net/
http://www.homerne.net/work_pride.html
https://hubbardne.com/
https://jacksonnebraska.com/
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Dakota County School Districts  
Allen Consolidated School District  
Allen School District offers K -12 educational programs 
and facilities and covers the rural communities around 
the village of Allen, located in Dixon County.  
Website:  www.allenschools.org/   
 
Emerson-Hubbard School District  
Emerson-Hubbard School District offers K -
12 educational programs and facilities and 
covers the rural communities around the village of Emerson and Hubbard in the 
southwestern portion of Dakota County.  
Website: http://w ww.emersonhubbardschools.org/   
 
Homer Community Schools 
Homer Community School District offers K -12 
educational programs and facilities and covers the 
rural communities around the village of Homer in the southeastern portion of Dakota County.  
Website: www.homerknights.org/   
 
Ponca Schools 
The Ponca School district offers K -12 educational programs and 
facilities to the northwest area of Dakota County including 
Jackson.   
Website: https://www.poncaschool.org   
 
South Sioux City School District 
The South Sioux City School District offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities to the northeast area of Dakota County 
including Dakota City and South Sioux City.  
Website: http://www.ssccardinals.org   
 
St. Michaels School 
St. Michaels Catholic School offers K-12 educational programs 
and is located in South Sioux City in northeast portion of Dakota 
County. 
Website: http://stmichaels.schoolinsites.com/   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.allenschools.org/
http://www.emersonhubbardschools.org/
http://www.homerknights.org/
https://www.poncaschool.org/
http://www.ssccardinals.org/
http://stmichaels.schoolinsites.com/
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Ida County* Board of Supervisors and County Staff  
The Ida County Board of Supervisors is composed of five elected members.  Ida County is 
staffed with highly -trained personnel that provide up -to-date information on recent activity 
including available business sites and permitting processes directly related to economic 
development throughout the County. In addition to the Board of Supervisors, Ida County 
houses the foll owing offices:  
 
Ida County Offices:  
Assessor 
Attorney & Clerk  
Auditor  
Conservation 
E-911 
Emergency Management 

Coordinator  
Engineer 
Environmental Health  
Sanitarian  
General Assistance 
Recorder 

Safety Director  
Sheriff  
Supervisor 
Treasurer 
UNL Extension Office  
Veterans Affair  

 
County Website:    http://idacounty.org/   
 

Ida County Top Employers  
ļȞǟʫǟ ȩʻ ƒ ˿ȩǌǟ ˻ƒʫȩǟˉ̈ ɴȇ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ ȩɣ ¸ǌƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ˉȞƒˉ ǁɴɣˉʫȩƷ˞ˉǟ ˉɴ ˉȞǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈☼ʻ ʻ˞ǁǁǟʻʻ
and well -being of  residents in unique ways. In the following table, the largest employers in 
Ida County are listed.  
 

Company Name Employees 
VT Industries Inc. 700 
GOMACO Corp Inc. 415 
Midwest Industries Inc.  285 
Horn Memorial Hospital  210 
OA-BCIG Comm. Sch. Dist. 190 
Godbersen-Smith Construction Company  135 
Galva-Holstein Comm. Sch. Dist. 120 
United Bank of Iowa  93 
Ida County Employees 90 
Good Samaritan Society 65 
Willow Dale Care Center 65 

 

Ida County Economic Development Partners  
Ida County Economic Development Corporation (ICEDC) 
ICEDC is a non-profit corporation leading the county's 
economic development strategy to expand the 
opportunities within the local economy while creating a 
vibrant economy that is sustainable and globally competitive.  ICEDC is committed to the 
creation, retention, and expansion of businesses in our region.  This has been accomplished 
through a focus on education, entrepreneurship, and existing industry expansion and 
retention.  ICEDC Board of Directors is comprised of board m embers representing all of the 
major industries and communities throughout Ida County who are dedicated to helping 
residents improve their quality of life.  
Website: http://idacounty.org/   

http://idacounty.org/
http://idacounty.org/
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Ida County Communities  
City of Arthur  
Arthur is located in the east -central portion of the County along State Highway 175.  
 
City of Battle Creek 
Battle Creek is located southeastern quadrant of the County along State Highway 175.  
City Website: http://www.battlecreekia.org/   
 
City of Galva * 
Galva is located in the northeast corner of the County and resides roughly two miles north of 
Federal Highway 20. 
City Website: http://galvaiowa.com/      
Galva Economic Development Corporation: http://galvaiowa.com/economic -development -corp/   
 
City of Holstein *  
Holstein is located in the north -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 59.  
City Website:  www.holsteiniowa.org   
Holstein Chamber of Commerce: http://www.holsteinchamber.com/   
 
City of Ida Grove * 
Ida Grove is located in the central portion  of the County along State Highway 175. 
City Website:   http://idagroveia.com/    
Ida Grove Chamber of Commerce: http://idagroveia.com/business/chambe r-of-commerce/   
Ida Grove Economic Development Corporation  
 

Ida County School District s 
Galva-Holstein Community School District  
Galva-Holstein Community School District offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities around 
the Cities of Galva and Holstein.  
Website:  https://rvraptors.org/   
 
Odebolt -Arthur & Battle Creek -Ida Grove Community School District 
Odebolt -Arthur Community School District offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities around the 
City of Arthur in Ida County and the City of Odebolt located in Sac 
County. The Battle Creek-Ida Grove Community School District offers K -
12 educational programs and shares joint facilities with th e Odebolt -
Arthur district covering the rural communities around the City of Battle 
Creek and Ida Grove. 
Website: www.oabcig.org/   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.battlecreekia.org/
http://galvaiowa.com/
http://galvaiowa.com/economic-development-corp/
http://www.holsteiniowa.org/
http://www.holsteinchamber.com/
http://idagroveia.com/
http://idagroveia.com/business/chamber-of-commerce/
https://rvraptors.org/
http://www.oabcig.org/
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Plymouth County* Board of Supervisors and County Staff  
The Plymouth County Board of Supervisors is composed of five elected members.  Plymouth 
County is staffed with highly -trained personnel that provide up -to-date information on 
recent activity including available business sites and permitting processes directly related to 
economic development throughout the County. In addition to the Board of Supervisors, 
Plymouth County houses the following offices:  
 
Plymouth County Offices:  
Assessor 
Attorney  
Auditor  
Clerk of Courts 
County Conservation Brd. 
E-911 
Economic Development  

Emergency Management 
Engineer/Secondary Rd. 
Information Technology  
Juvenile Courts Services 
Planning & Zoning  
Recorders 
Sanitarian  

Sheriff  
Social Services 
Solid Waste Agency 
Treasurer  
Veterans Affairs 

 
County Website:  http://www.co.plymouth.ia.us/index.aspx    
 

Plymouth  County Top Employers  
There is a wide variety of businesses in Plymouth  Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ˉȞƒˉ ǁɴɣˉʫȩƷ˞ˉǟ ˉɴ ˉȞǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈☼ʻ
success and well-being of residents in unique ways.  All the Plymouth County employers, 
large and small, are valued partners in economic development.  In the following table, the 
ten largest employers in the County are listed.    
 

Company Name Employees 
Wells Blue Bunny 3,000 
Schuster Co LLC 385 
Heyl Truck Lines Inc.  300 
Floyd Valley Hospital  300 
BoDeans Baking Co. 300 
Dean Foods 250 
Le Mars Community Schools 250 
Walmart Supercenter  240 
NorAm Cold Storage 150 
Hy-Vee Pharmacy  125 

 

Plymouth County Economic Development Partners  
Plymouth County Conservation District  
Plymouth County Soil & Water Conservation District provides information and assistance 
with: Farming practices, cropland, erosion, water  quality, terracing, waterways, and more.  
Website:  https://www.plymouthswcd.com/   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.plymouth.ia.us/index.aspx
https://www.plymouthswcd.com/
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Plymouth County Communities  
City of Akron 
Akron is located in the northwest quadrant of the County along State Highway 12.  
City Website:  http://www.akronia.org/     
Akron Area Chamber of Commerce: http://www.akronia.org/index.aspx?nid=884   
Akron Development Corporation: http://www.akronia.org/index.aspx?nid=435   
 
City of Brunsville  
Brunsville is located in the central portion of the County and resides roughly three miles 
north of State Highway 3.  
City Website: http://www.brunsvilleiowa.com/   
 
City of Craig 
Craig is located in the north -central portion of the County and resides roughly nine miles 
west of Federal Highway 75. 
 
City of Hinton 
Hinton is located in the south -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 75.  
City Website: http://hintoniowa.com/   
 
City of Kingsley * 
Kingsley is located in the southeast quadrant of the County and resides roughly nine miles 
north of Federal Highway 20. 
City Website / Kingsley Chamber of Commerce: http://www.kingsleyia.com/   
 
City of Le Mars * 
Le Mars is located in the central portion of the County and is adjacent to both State Highway 
3 and Federal Highway 75. 
City Website: https://www.lemarsiowa.com/      
Le Mars Chamber of Commerce: https://www.lemarsiowa.com/408/Chamber -of-Commerce  
Le Mars Business Initiative Corporation *: https://www.lemarsiowa.com/413/Le -Mars-Business-
Initiative -Corporation -  
 
City of Merrill  
Merrill is located in the central portion of the County along Federal Highway 75. 
City Website: http://merrilliowa.com/   
 
City of Oyens 
Oyens is located in the northeast quadrant of the County along State Highway 3.  
 
City of Remsen 
Remsen is located in the n ortheast quadrant of the County along State Highway 3.  
City Website:   http://www.remseniowa.org/    
Remsen Chamber of Commerce: http://www.remseniowa.org/chambe r-2/   
Remsen Economic Development Group: http://www.remseniowa.org/about/economic -development/   
 
City of Struble 
Struble is located in the north -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 75. 

http://www.akronia.org/
http://www.akronia.org/index.aspx?nid=884
http://www.akronia.org/index.aspx?nid=435
http://www.brunsvilleiowa.com/
http://hintoniowa.com/
http://www.kingsleyia.com/
https://www.lemarsiowa.com/
https://www.lemarsiowa.com/408/Chamber-of-Commerce
https://www.lemarsiowa.com/413/Le-Mars-Business-Initiative-Corporation-
https://www.lemarsiowa.com/413/Le-Mars-Business-Initiative-Corporation-
http://merrilliowa.com/
http://www.remseniowa.org/
http://www.remseniowa.org/chamber-2/
http://www.remseniowa.org/about/economic-development/
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Plymouth County Communities  
City of Westfield  
Westfield is furthest west community in the County and resides along State Highway 12.  
City Website: http://www.westfieldiowa.com/   
 
Plymouth County School Districts  
Akron-Westfield Community School District  
Akron-Westfield School District offers K -12 
educational programs and facilities and covers 
the rural communities around the City of Akron 
and Westfield.  
Website: http://www.akron -westfield.com/   
 
Hinton Community School District  
Hinton School District offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural 
communities around the City of Hinton.  
Website: http://www.hintonschool.com/   
 
Kingsley-Pierson Community School District  
Kingsley-Pierson School District offers K -12 
educational programs and facilities and covers 
the rural communities around the City of Kingsley 
and Pierson.  
Website: http://www.k -pcsd.org/   
 
Le Mars Community School District 
Le Mars School District offers K-12 educational programs and facilities 
and covers the rural communities around the City of Le Mars.  
Website: www.lemars.k12.ia.us/  
 
Marcus-Meriden-Cleghorn and Remsen-Union (MMCRU) 
Community School District  
MMCRU Community School District offers K-12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities 
around the City of Meriden, Cleghorn, Marcus, and Remsen, 
which resides in the northeast quadrant of Plymouth County. 
The district came into existence in 2016 after a Whole Grade 
Sharing agreement between Marcus -Meriden-Cleghorn and 
Remsen-Union Schools was made. 
Website: https://www.mmcruroyals.org/   
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westfieldiowa.com/
http://www.akron-westfield.com/
http://www.hintonschool.com/
http://www.k-pcsd.org/
http://www.lemars.k12.ia.us/
https://www.mmcruroyals.org/
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Woodbury County* Board of Supervisors and County Staff  
The Woodbury County Board of Supervisors is composed of five elected members.  Woodbury 
County is staffed with highly -trained personnel that provide up -to-date information on 
recent activity including available business sites and permitting processes directly related to 
economic development throughout the County. In addition to the Board of Supervisors, 
Woodbury County houses the following offices:  
 
Woodbury County Offices: 
Assessor 
Attorney  
Auditor  
Conservation Board 
Comm. Center (911) 
Economic Development  
Elections 

Emergency Management 
Emergency Services 
Human Resources 
Motor Vehicle  
Planning & Zonin g 
Recorder 
Secondary Roads 

Sheriff  
Siouxland District Health  
Social Services 
Treasurer 
Veterans Affairs 
Weed Commissioners 

 
County Website:   https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/   
 

Woodbury County Top Employers  
ļȞǟʫǟ ȩʻ ƒ ˿ȩǌǟ ˻ƒʫȩǟˉ̈ ɴȇ Ʒ˞ʻȩɣǟʻʻǟʻ ȩɣ ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ˉȞƒˉ ǁɴɣˉʫȩƷ˞ˉǟ ˉɴ ˉȞǟ ǟǁɴɣɴɝ̈☼ʻ
success and well-being of residents in unique ways. In the following table, the ten largest 
employers in Woodbury County are listed.  
 

Company Name Employees 
Seaboard Triumph 2100 
Mercy Medical Ctr-Sioux City 1800 
Unity Point Health -İˉ Ó˞Ʌǟ☼ʻ 1500 
Sioux City School District  1000 
185th ANG 900 
J˞ʫɋ̈☼ʻ  ɴɴǌʻ 770 
City of Sioux City 700 
Boys & Girls Hm & Family Svc  575 
Cloverleaf Cold Storage 550 
Sabre Industries  500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/
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Woodbury County Economic Partners  
Downtown Partners Sioux City  
Downtown Partners in a non -profit organization that works 
with stakeholders to create a vibrant, expanding downtown. 
What makes Downtown Partners unique from other City of 
Sioux City groups, organizations and government departments 
is that they identify and address the specific needs of downtown stakeholders to give them 
an opportunity to provide more value and better serve the community.  
Website: http://downtownsiouxcity.com/   
 
 Leadership Siouxland  
The purpose of Leadership Siouxland is to identify and train outstanding 
individuals representing diverse views and experiences to assume 
leadership roles in economic, cultural, philanthropic and civic development 
for the tri -state area. It is a highly structured, nine -month program 
(September-May) with graduation following completion of the program.  
Website: https://www.leadershipsiouxland.org/   
 
Sioux City Growth Organization  
Our mission is to attract, develop, and retain young 
professionals in Siouxland by providing insight and 
opportunities to help shape the future of our community. 
The Sioux City Growth Organization (SCGO) was formed in 
2002 to encourage young professionals to become active 
members of the Siouxland community. We encourage progressive and innovative ideas, and 
bring together voices from all generations to create a positive im pact on the future of our 
community. Our goal is to attract and retain young professionals in the area, by providing 
insight on what Sioux City has to offer and how they can get involved in shaping its future.  
Website: https://scgo.wildapricot.org/   
 
Woodbury County Rural Economic Development  
ļȞǟ ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ Ħ˞ʫƒɋ cǁɴɣɴɝȩǁ Tǟ˻ǟɋɴʠɝǟɣˉ☼ʻ ░ūJĦcT☼ʻ▒ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ˉɴ ȩɣǁʫǟƒʻǟ ˉȞǟ ɋɴǁƒɋ
tax base and foster job growth by attracting, retaining and expanding targeted ind ustries, 
including a special focus on small business growth, and thereby, enhance the quality of life 
for all residents of Woodbury County. WCRED works closely with businesses and communities 
to position Woodbury County for success and can assist by provid ing financial and technical 
assistance. The department also works with local, state and federal legislators to advocate 
on behalf of businesses and families in rural Woodbury County.  
Website: http://www.wcred.com/   
 
Woodbury County Communities   
City of Anthon 
Anthon is located in the east -central portion of the County along State Highway 31.  
City Website /Anthon Community Development Corporation: http://www.anthoniowa.com/   
 
City of Bronson 
Bronson is located in the west -central portion of the County and resides roughly five miles 
south of Federal Highway 20. 
 
 

http://downtownsiouxcity.com/
https://www.leadershipsiouxland.org/
https://scgo.wildapricot.org/
http://www.wcred.com/
http://www.anthoniowa.com/
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Woodbury County Communities   
City of Correctionville *  
Correctionville is located in the northeast quadrant of the County along Federal Highway 20. 
City Website:   https://correctionville.govoffice2.com/    
Correctionville Chamber of Commerce: 
https://correctionville.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=7FB99DA9 -2446-4F5E-B999-
CE4DDF98D73F&Type=B_BASIC  
 
City of Cushing * 
Cushing is the furthest east community in the County one mile south of Federal Highway  20.  
 
City of Danbury 
Danbury is located in the southeast corner of the County along State Highway 175.  
City Website: http://www.danbury -ia.com/   
 
City of Hornick 
Hornick is located in the south central portion of the County along State Highway 141. 
City Website: http://www.hornickiowa.com/   
 
City of Lawton * 
Lawton is located in the north -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 20.  
City Website: https://www.lawtoniowa.com/   
 
City of Moville *  
Moville is located in the north -central portion of the County along Federal Highway 20.  
City Website: http://www.visitmoville.com/   
Moville Chamber of Commerce & Moville Community Foundation & Moville Community 
Development Association, Inc.: http://www.visitmoville.com/economic -development.php   
 
City of Oto 
Oto is located in the southeast quadrant of the County along State Highway 31.  
 
City of Pierson 
Pierson is in the northeast quadrant of the County five miles north of Federal Highway 20.  
City Website: https://www.pierson ia.com/   
 
City of Salix 
Salix is located in the southwest quadrant of the County along U.S. Interstate 29.  
City Website: http://www.salixiowa.com/   
 
City of Sergeant Bluff *  
Sergeant Bluff is located in the west -central portion of the County along U.S. Interstate 29.  
City Website:   http://www.cityofsergeantbluff.com/    
Sergeant Bluff Community Development Corporation: 
http://www.cityofsergeantbluff.com/index.aspx?nid=972   
 
 
 
 
 

https://correctionville.govoffice2.com/
https://correctionville.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=7FB99DA9-2446-4F5E-B999-CE4DDF98D73F&Type=B_BASIC
https://correctionville.govoffice2.com/index.asp?SEC=7FB99DA9-2446-4F5E-B999-CE4DDF98D73F&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.danbury-ia.com/
http://www.hornickiowa.com/
https://www.lawtoniowa.com/
http://www.visitmoville.com/
http://www.visitmoville.com/economic-development.php
https://www.piersonia.com/
http://www.salixiowa.com/
http://www.cityofsergeantbluff.com/
http://www.cityofsergeantbluff.com/index.aspx?nid=972
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Woodbury County Communities   
City of Sloan 
Sloan resides in the southwest quadrant of the County and is a mile east of U.S. Interstate 29  
City Website: http://www.sloania.com/   
 
City of Sioux City * 
Sioux City is located in the northwest corner of the County and is connected to U.S. Interstate 
29, Federal Highway 20, and Federal Highway 75. 
City Website:   https://www.sioux -city.org/    
Sioux City Chamber of Commerce: http://siouxlandchamber.com/   
 
City of Smithland  
Smithland is in the southeast quadrant of the County where  State Highway 31 / 141 intersect. 
 
Woodbury County School District s 
Lawton-Bronson Community School District  
Lawton-Bronson School District offers K -12 educational 
programs and facilities and covers the rural communities 
around the City of Lawton and Br onson.  
Website: http://www.lb -eagles.org/   
 
Maple Valley Anthon-Oto Community School District  
Maple Valley Anthon-Oto School District offers K -12 educational programs 
and facilities and covers the rural communities around the City of Anthon, 
Oto, and Mapleton which is located in Monona County.  
Website: http://www.mvaoschool.com/   
 
Sergeant Bluff -Luton Community Schools  
Sergeant Bluff -Luton Schools offers K -12 educational programs and 
facilities and covers the rural communities around the City of Sergeant 
Bluff and Luton.  
Website: http://www.sblschools.com/   
 
Sioux City Community School District 
Sioux City School District offers K -12 educational programs and 
facilities and covers the metro area of Sioux City.  
Website: http://www.siouxcityschools.org/   
 
Westwood Community School District  
Westwood School District offer s K-12 educational programs and 
facilities and covers the rural communities around Holly Springs, 
Hornick, Salix, Sloan, and Smithland.  
Website: http://www.wwrebels.org/   
 
Woodbury Central Community School District  
Woodbury Central School District offers K -12 educational programs and 
facilities and covers the rural communities around the City of Moville.  
Website: http://www.woodbury -central.k12.ia.us/   
  

http://www.sloania.com/
https://www.sioux-city.org/
http://siouxlandchamber.com/
http://www.lb-eagles.org/
http://www.mvaoschool.com/
http://www.sblschools.com/
http://www.siouxcityschools.org/
http://www.wwrebels.org/
http://www.woodbury-central.k12.ia.us/
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Community Identity  
This chapter is dedicated to recording the community identity of the five study county rural 
areas and seventeen contributing cities in the U.S. Highway 20 Corridor within the following 
counties:  Cherokee, Dakota, Ida, Plymouth, and Woodbury.  For the purposes of this plan, 
☻ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉ̈ ȩǌǟɣˉȩˉ̈☼ ȩʻ ǌǟȇȩɣǟǌ ƒʻ ƒ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉ̈☼ʻ ˻ȩʻȩɴɣ┼ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ┼ ƒˉˉʫƒǁˉȩɴɣʻ┼ ˞ɣȩʧ˞ǟ
characteristics, events, tributes, natural features, art, monuments, history, and culture.   
 
Chapter Contents ▬ U.S. Highway 20 Corridor West to East  
Dakota County Rural area identity  Plymouth County Rural area identity  

Jackson Village identity  Le Mars City identity  
Hubbard  Village identity  Kingsley City identity  
Homer Village identity  Cherokee County Rural area identity  

Dakota City City identity  Cherokee City identity  
South Sioux City City identity  Ida County Rural area identity  

Woodbury County Rural area identity  Holstein  City identity  
Sioux City City identity  Ida Grove City identity  

Sergeant Bluff  City identity  Galva City identity  
Lawton City identity    
Moville  City identity    

Correctionville  City identity    
Cushing City identity    

 
This chapter was drafted with information from related community plans and a community 
questionnaire gathered in May and June of 2018.  SIMPCO staff sent questionnaires to 
community leaders and partners in the counties, villages and cities.  Participants w ere asked 
eight questions in regard to community identity.  The community identity results of the 
questionnaires are recorded below under each jurisdiction and combined with information 
from related community plans.   
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Dakota County Rural Identity  
TƒɅɴˉƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ȩǌǟɣˉȩˉ̈ ǁƒɣ Ʒǟ ǌǟȇȩɣǟǌ Ʒ̈ ˉȞǟ ȇɴɋɋɴ˿ȩɣȊ ǟɋǟɝǟɣˉʻ┴ ˻ȩʻȩɴɣ┼ ƒˉˉʫƒǁˉȩɴɣʻ┼
unique characteristics, events, tributes, natural features, art, monuments and culture.  This 
section highlights the overall County features that illustrate the county  rural identity.  The 
2014 Dakota County Comprehensive Plan states the following County mission and vision 
statements. 4  Related community plans and questionnaire respondants revealed the 
following community identity elements in Dakota County.  
 

Mission Sˉƒˉǟɝǟɣˉ┴ TƒɅɴˉƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ȩʻ ◦Ȟɴɝǟ☺
to its businesses, organizations and people. 
Dakota County provides residents, visitors 
and the business community excellent 
county services in a capable, economic and 
considerate manner and develops quality of 
life throu gh planning and visionary 
leadership.  
Vision Statement:  Dakota County will strive 
to preserve its character and identity while 
guiding the creation of compatible new 
developments; protecting the environment; 
encouraging diversity and offering 
opportunitie s for a safe and prosperous life.  

 
Missouri River 
TƒɅɴˉƒ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ɣɴʫˉȞǟʫɣ ƒɣǌ ǟƒʻˉǟʫɣ Ʒɴʫǌǟʫʻ ƒʫǟ
defined by the wide Missouri River.  The Missouri 
River is the longest river in the United States. It 
flows roughly 2,320 miles from its headwaters in 
Montana to its convergence with the Mississippi 
River at St. Louis, Missouri. In Nebraska, the river 
ȇɋɴ˿ʻ ȇɴʫ ƒʠʠʫɴ̇ȩɝƒˉǟɋ̈ ⁭⁞⁞ ɝȩɋǟʻ ƒɋɴɣȊ ˉȞǟ ʻˉƒˉǟ☼ʻ
eastern border.  The Missouri River and lands are 
open to public access.  Missouri River banks offer 
excellent fishing, hunting, boating, canoeing, 
kayaking and many other activities.  Fish Species in 
the Missouri include: Catfish Species, Shovelnose 
Sturgeon, Walleye, Sauger.  The pallid sturgeon is an 
endangered fish species and thus illegal to possess.   
Missouri River access points and areas that are within Dakota County include:  1) Cottonwood 
Cove in Dakota City and 2) Scenic Park in South Sioux City.  Omadi Bend Wildlife Management 
includes a ramp to the oxbow river, but water levels during normal river flows are too low to 
float a boat to the Missouri.  T here is no permanent water in the oxbow to support fish.  
Limited hunting opportunities exist for pheasant, quail, and waterfowl due to the small size 
of the area.  Primitive camping and wildlife viewing are available at Omadi.  
 
Photo:  Nebraska State Game and Parks and Lincoln Journal Website:  
http://outdoornebraska.gov/mrrecreationguide/  

                                                   
 
4 2014 Dakota County Comprehensive Plan:  
http://www.dakotacountyne.org/pdfs/Comprehensive_Plan_2014.pdf  

http://outdoornebraska.gov/mrrecreationguide/
http://www.dakotacountyne.org/pdfs/Comprehensive_Plan_2014.pdf
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Dakota County Rural Agricultural Heritage  
Dakota County has a strong agricultural heritage and many historic 
markers from early settlment and farming in the County.  The Nebraska 
Pioneer And Heritage Farm Awards recognize Nebraska farm families 
who have consecutively held ownership of land in the same family for 
100 and 150 years, respectively.  The awards are sponsored by 
AKSARBEN Foundation, Nebraska Farm Bureau and the Nebraska 
Association of Fair Managers.  Dakota County is recognized by the State 
of Nebraska as a Livestock Friendly County.   The Nebraska Livestock 
Friendly County (LFC) program is a voluntary program that recognizes 
counties that actively support the livestock industry.  The program 
assists counties and agricultural producers promote the livestock 
industry.  
 
Dakota -Thurston County Fair  
The Dakota-Thurston County Fair is held every 
year in August. Activities include numerous 
livestock exhibits, food and beverage vendors, 
drawings and raffles, and bands. Other 
entertainments are bull -riding, tractor pull, 
impact pro wrestling, escape room trailer, 
dueling pianos, wine and beer tasting, mud 
volleyball tournament, laser tag, horse shoe 
tournament, barrel racing, open horse show, 
prince and princesses contest,kids day, film 
showing, and parade. Residents from all over 
the county come to enjoy food, entertainment, 
and each other.  
Photo:  Open horse show, fair website  
Website:  www.dakotathurstonfaironline.com   
  
Rƒɂɰ˂ƒ Iɰ˗ɠ˂́ ğ˗ʥƒɈ î☺Iɰɠɠɰʥ ­ɰ˗ʵǝ 
ļȞǟ ô☼Jɴɣɣɴʫ ¯ɴ˞ʻǟ ȩʻ ƒ ⁪⁭-room mansion 
located 2 miles east of Homer. Constructed over  
a 10-year period from 1865 -1875, the 14-room 
mansion was literally built on a rock and was 
Ȟɴɝǟ ˉɴ Jƒʠˉƒȩɣ Jɴʫɣǟɋȩ˞ʻ ô☼Jɴɣɣɴʫ┼ Ȟȩʻ ˿ȩȇǟ
and 10 children. Stone slabs were shaved and 
fitted together to form the foundation and then 
topped with brick. Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, it is run by the 
Dakota County Historical Society. The first two 
weekends in November, the society hosts an 
open house. 
  

http://www.dakotathurstonfaironline.com/
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Dakota County Rural Danish Alps State Recreation Area  
Danish Alps State Recreation Area is centered around Kramper Lake Reservoir in Dakota 
County near Hubbard.  The area is named for the early Danish settlers. Kramper Reservoir is 
named after Vince Kramper.  Danish Alps opened in Summer of 2015. The site is managed by 
the Nebraska Games & Parks Commission and is the only State Park in Dakota County. The 
recreation area includes 226 surface -acres of water and 520 acres of park land. Recreational 
ɴʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ ȩɣǁɋ˞ǌǟ ◦ɣɴ ˿ƒɅǟ☺ ƷɴƒˉȩɣȊ┼ ⁮ ɝȩɋǟʻ ɴȇ ȞȩɅȩɣȊ ƒɣǌ ƷȩɅȩɣȊ ˉʫƒȩɋʻ┼ ⁪⁞ ɝȩɋǟʻ ɴȇ
equestri an trails and separate RV campgrounds, equestrian campgrounds and tent 
campgrounds as well as 3 day-use picnic areas. 
The park offers great fishing, including a handicap 
accessible fishing pier, jetties and off -shore 
breakwaters to protect the shoreline an d improve 
angler access. The site is uniquely suited to 
mountain biking. Coordination with regional 
mountain biking associations resulted in the 
incorporation of two single -track mountain biking 
trails.  
Website:  
http://outdoornebraska.gov/danishalps/   
 
 
 
Dakota County Rural Combs School  
The Combs School was built in 1857 and closed in 1964. Combs School historical marker is 
ɋɴǁƒˉǟǌ ɣǟƒʫ ¯ɴɝǟʫ╖ ļȞǟ ɴɋǌ ȇʫƒɝǟ ʻǁȞɴɴɋȞɴ˞ʻǟ ȩʻ ʠƒʫˉ ɴȇ ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ☼ʻ ʠȩɴɣǟǟʫ heritage. 
Originally erected in the spring of 1857 at Omadi, 4 miles south of Dakota City, the school 
ʻȞƒʫǟǌ ˉȞǟ ˉɴ˿ɣ ʻȩˉǟ☼ʻ ʠǟʫȩɋ ˿Ȟǟɣ ˉȞǟ ßȩʻʻɴ˞ʫȩ Ħȩ˻ǟʫ ƷǟȊƒɣ ˉɴ ˞ɣǌǟʫɝȩɣǟ ˉȞǟ ƒʫǟƒ╖ İȩɣǁǟ ˉȞǟ
school faced destruction, it was moved to Thomas Smith's clai m, about 2 miles south of 
Homer. Here, a new school district was organized. When construction on the Burlington 
Railroad from Sioux City to Lincoln began, the school was found to be on railroad property. 
The building was then shifted to its present site ne ar the old Combs mill. School redistricting 
eliminated the need for the old Combs School, and its doors closed for the last time May 22, 
1964. The board of education of the newly -formed 
district donated the building to the Dakota County 
Historical Society,  who has set it aside as a monument 
to the pioneer fathers' belief that, "Men are ennobled 
by understanding." Dakota County Historical Society, 
Historical Landmark Council.  Each May, students and 
teachers from area schools hold a regular day of 
school, using a curriculum of the late 1800s. They come 
dressed, as they would have years ago, bringing their 
noon lunch in a dinner bucket.  
Photo: www.nebraskalife.com   AJ Dahm ajdahm@flagshippublishing.com   
 
 
  

http://outdoornebraska.gov/danishalps/
http://www.nebraskalife.com/
mailto:ajdahm@flagshippublishing.com
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Dakota County Historical Society  
The Dakota County Historical Society hosts a website:  
http://www.dakotacountyhistoricalsociety.com/   
 
Dakota County Rural Tributes and Markers  
¶ The Lewis & Clark expedition team traveled through  Dakota County in August 1804 

following the Missouri River on their journey west.  
¶ Machinery Museum - Located just west of O'Connor House.  
¶ Tonwatonga Wayside Exhibit - A dedication marker on Hwy 77 indicating the site of the 

earth lodge Omaha Indian Town of Tonwatonga.  Two miles north of Homer, the site 
marks where hundreds of Omaha Indian graves were found.  

¶ St. John City Town Site - Settled in June, 1856.  Located just north of Jackson, Nebraska.  
Historical marker is near Jackson detailing the abandonded site of St. John's 1856.  

 

 
 
 
  

http://www.dakotacountyhistoricalsociety.com/
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Jackson  
The Village of Jackson has a population of 227 as of July 1, 2017.  Jackson is 
located in the northwest part of Dakota County.  The Village of Jackson is 
located on Highway 20 running east and northwest through town.  Elk Creek 
meandors through Jackson and provides natural habitat to wildlife and 
scenic views in the area.   
Website:  https://nebraska.hometownlocator.com/ne/dakota/jackson.cfm   
 

 
 
Jackson Community Center Harty-McNally Legion and Auxiliary  
The Legion and and Community Center in Jackson provides a place for community gathering 
and celebration.  The Center hosts events and celebrations of all kinds.  Community 
organizations can meet and enjoy food and fellowship.  
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
The annual Easter egg hunt in Jackson is greatly 
celebrated and attended.  The event is held at the 
Jackson park and children look forward to meeting 
the Easter Bunny and gathering treats.  
 
 

Ĩ˂╕ Ęƒ˂ʥȦǀɂ☺ʵ Rƒ́ IǝɈǝƶʥƒ˂Ȧɰɠ 
Village of Jackson celebrates St. ğƒˉʫȩǁɅ☼ʻ Tƒ̈ ˿ȩˉȞ
events at Providence Hall.  
 
Christmas Event 
ËƒǁɅʻɴɣ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉ̈ ʻʠɴɣʻɴʫʻ ƒ ☻JɴɝȩɣȊ Ȟɴɝǟ ȇɴʫ
JȞʫȩʻˉɝƒʻ☼ ǁǟɋǟƷʫƒˉȩɴɣ ˿ȩˉȞ İƒɣˉƒ ƒɣǌ ßʫʻ╖ Jɋƒ˞ʻǟ
visit, dinner, and home made goodies.   
 
 
 
  

https://nebraska.hometownlocator.com/ne/dakota/jackson.cfm
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Hubbard  
Hubbard is the hub of a very proficient farming 
community.  Hubbard is located in the center of the 
county and in 2010 had a population of 236.  Hubbard is 
friendly, welcoming, and neighborly.  The website states 
that the town has a heritage of strong -willed citizens and 
a firm foundation for a bright future.  The Village Board is 
made up of 5 members that meet monthly.  
Website:  http://hubbardne.com/   
 
Hoot Owl Days  
The Village of Hubbard celebrates Hoot Owl Days the weekend before Labor Day each year.     
Hoot Owl Days includes food, entertainment, and games for all ages.   
 
Danish Alps State Recreation Area  
The Danish Alps State Recreation Area is located just east of the Village of Hubbard.  The 
State run recreation area includes 226 surface -acres of water and 520 acres of park land. 
Ħǟǁʫǟƒˉȩɴɣƒɋ ɴʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉȩǟʻ ȩɣǁɋ˞ǌǟ ◦ɣɴ ˿ƒɅǟ☺ ƷɴƒˉȩɣȊ┼ ȇȩʻȞȩɣȊ ⁮ ɝȩɋǟʻ ɴȇ ȞȩɅȩɣȊ ƒɣǌ ƷȩɅȩɣȊ
trails, 10 miles of equestrian trails and separate RV campgrounds, equestrian campgrounds 
and tent campgrounds, 3 day -use picnic areas, and mountain biking.  
Website:  http://outdoornebraska.gov/danishalps/   
 

John F Heffernan Memorial Park  
The Memorial Park features a playground and monument 
dedicated to veterans.  The VanLent family flag dedication was 
held at the park.  Memorial Day services and cermonies are 
hosted by the park.   
 

 
Hubbard Community Center 
The Hubbard Community Center 
features gathering space for 
community events.   
 
 
 

Events and Tributes 
¶ Old Hubbard School   
¶ Semi Annual Clean-Up Weekend ► held in the spring and 

fall of each year  
¶ Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service ► Trinity Lutheran and 
İˉ╖ ßƒʫ̈☼ʻ JƒˉȞɴɋȩǁ JȞ˞ʫǁȞǟʻ Ȟɴʻˉ ˉȞǟ ǟ˻ǟɣˉ╖ 

¶ Annual Easter Egg Hunt ► The day before Easter in 
Heffernan Park 

¶ Trinity Lutheran Church  
¶ İˉ╖ ßƒʫ̈☼ʻ JƒˉȞɴɋȩǁ JȞ˞ʫǁȞ 

  

Hubbard from air,  1989. Heeney. 

http://hubbardne.com/
http://outdoornebraska.gov/danishalps/
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Homer  
Homer, Nebraska is located in the southeast portion of Dakota County.  
According to the 2010 Census, Homer has a population of 549 people, 213 
Ȟɴ˞ʻǟȞɴɋǌʻ┼ ƒɣǌ ⁪⁮⁭ ȇƒɝȩɋȩǟʻ ʫǟʻȩǌȩɣȊ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ ˻ȩɋɋƒȊǟ╖ ļȞǟ ˉɴ˿ɣ☼ʻ ˿ǟƷʻȩˉǟ
features many events, news, and attract ions in Homer.   
Website:  http://www.homerne.net/   
 
Village of Homer Memorial Day Tribute  
Homer honors our nations veterans each Memorial Day with a cermony at Memorial Park.  
The programs includes: Tributes, ceremonial spreakers, music, Taps, and fellowship.   
 
American Legion  and Veterans Fish Fry 
Local fish fry is held at the Legion the 1st  Saturday of each month, September through May.  
The Veterans Ladies Auxiliary hosts coffee hours in town.  
 
Homer P.R.I.D.E and Community Club 
The Homer P.R.I.D.E (People Responsible for Improving and Developing Economic Growth) 
group is focused on helping  maintain a positive image for our community.  We do fun 
community events, such as a Chili and Salsa Cook off, a Wine Tasting Event, and many more 
to come.   
 
History  
The location of Homer is built on what was once the 
home of the Omaha Indians. Their vil lage was one of 
the largest in the northwest. The village was 
decimated by small pox, and is recorded by the 
Lewis & Clark expedition. When they arrived in 
August of 1804, some of the expedition explored the 
ruins of the village, Tonwantonga, which means, 
"large village". The Omaha tribe burned the village 
and moved south. The village is commemorated by a 
marker on Highway 75, just north of Homer.   
 
Omaha Creek 
Omaha Creek runs north-south through the City parallel to the eastern boundary.  
 
 
 
  

http://www.homerne.net/
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Dakota City  
TƒɅɴˉƒ Jȩˉ̈ ȩʻ ɋɴǁƒˉǟǌ ☻ɴɣ ˉȞǟ BƒɣɅʻ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ßȩʻʻɴ˞ʫȩ☼ ƒɣǌ
has a population of 1,919 according to the 2010 Census. 
TƒɅɴˉƒ Jȩˉ̈☼ʻ ˻ȩʻȩɴɣ ʻˉƒˉǟɝǟɣˉ ǌǟʻǁʫȩƷǟʻ ˉȞǟ ǁȩˉ̈ ƒʻ ◦ƒ
ˉȞʫȩ˻ȩɣȊ ǁɴɝɝ˞ɣȩˉ̈ ɴȇ ɴʠʠɴʫˉ˞ɣȩˉ̈ ȇɴʫ ǟ˻ǟʫ̈ɴɣǟ╖☺ ļȞǟ
Dakota City City Council meets twice per month and is 
comprised of a Mayor and four City Council members.  
Website:  www.dakotacity.net/   
 
Tributes  
Dakota City is one of the first established communities in Nebraska (if not the first).  We are 
home to the oldest Lutheran Church in Nebraska. Susan B. Anthony once spoke in Dakota City 
(at the Courthouse) in support of women's suffrage. We are home to the largest Tyson plan.  
  
Dakota City Cottonwood Days Event 
Cottonwood Days is our annual com munity festival held in 
Cottonwood Cove Park. This year will be the 7th annual event. 
Dakota City various community groups also hold a number of 
special events and fundraisers.   
 
Cottonwood Cove Park  
Cottonwood Cove is a 4.5-acre park located on the banks of the 
Missouri River in Dakota City.  The park features a public boat 
dock, sand volley ball, horseshoes, shelter houses, and lookout 
over the Missouri River.   Cottonwood Cove Campground 
includes 13 sites with basic hookups as well as additional areas 
for tent camping.  
 
Jim Cahill Memorial Trail 
Looking for the best bike trails around the Jim Cahill 
Memorial Trail at Dakota City, Nebraska. Find the top rated 
bike trails in Dakota City, whether you're looking for an easy 
short bike trail or a long bike trail, you'll find what you're 
looking for.  Dakota City trail map is included in South Sioux 
City section. 
 
Dakota City Train Depot  
The city of Dakota City was awarded almost $130,000 for the re novation of the exterior of the 
former Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Depot. Constructed in 1922, this one -story brick 
depot building is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places. This facility was a key 
link in the Omaha to Minne apolis rail corridor from 
1922 until 1957 when it was abandoned. The rails and 
ties are still located immediately north of the 
building. It is located one block from the Dakota City 
Public School and 125 feet from the end of the 
Dakota City Trail.  
 
 
 

http://www.dakotacity.net/
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Dakota City Oldest Luthern Church in Nebraska 
Emanuel Lutheran Church is the oldest church built in the 
Nebraska Territory.  National Historical Landmark, dedicated 
July 19, 1964. Located in Dakota City, Nebraska. Oldest church 
building erected in Nebraska Territory (1860). Free parking 
and open year round.   
 
 
Dakota City Fire Station and Infrastructure  
Dakota City built a new fire station in 2017.  In recent 
years, Dakota City has placed increased emphasis on 
infrastructure.  The City has improved quality of life 
through the following projects: rehabilitated water 
treatment plant, replaced one well site, rehabilitated 
the other well site, paved streets, installed storm 
sewers, rehabilitated four lift stations, and are building 
a new wastewater treatment fac ility.   

Dakota City Public Library  
The Dakota City library is located in a historic brick building.  
The library contains 5,257 books, 765 DVD's and 167 audio. 
The library circulates 3,032 items per year. Story Hour is the 
3rd Thursday of every month from  3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 
 
Dakota County Courthouse 
The Dakota County Courthouse is located in Dakota City.  
The Courthouse includes County programs, services, 
departments and offices.   
 
Col. J.F. Warner 
Col. Jesse F Warner was a lawyer by profession.  In 1857, he 
came to Nebraska, locating in Dakota City. He served in the Civil War and when the war was 
over, he returned to Nebraska, and soon thereafter located on the farm in Homer.  Was a 
member of the Electoral college in 1868.  He is buried in Dakota Ci ty. 
 
Beermann Park 
Beermann Park, located at South 17th & Hickory Street, has a full block of activites, that 
include a tennis court, soccer field, neighborhhood playground, shelter house.  
 
Odd Fellow Lodge Park 
Odd Fellow Lodge Park, located in the north -east part of Dakota City, has neighborhood 
playgrounds and shelter house. This park sits along the Missouri River with fantastic views of 
the river.  
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South Sioux City  
South Sioux City is located in the northeast corner of 
Dakota County and had a population of 13,353 in the 
⁫⁞⁪⁞ Jǟɣʻ˞ʻ╖ ļȞǟ Jȩˉ̈☼ʻ Jɴ˞ɣǁȩɋ ȩʻ ɝƒǌǟ ˞ʠ ɴȇ ǟȩȊȞˉ
Council members and the Mayor.  South Sioux City 
features a riverfront northern border on the Missouri River and offers almost every type of 
business, civic organization, and ƒǁˉȩ˻ȩˉ̈╖ ļȞǟ ǁȩˉ̈☼ʻ ǁɴɝʠʫǟȞǟɣʻȩ˻ǟ ʠɋƒɣ ʻȞɴ˿ʻ ƒ ʻˉǟƒǌ̈
increase in population since 1920.  
Website:  www.southsiouxcity.org   
South Sioux City Comprehensive Plan:  
https://www.southsiouxcity.org/egov/documents/1521832006_19409.pdf   
 
Cardinal Days 
This annual celebration proposed by Al Bengtson, the late South 
Sioux City Councilman, is an old school festival, filled with lots of 
fun family activities. The three day festival includes the Glow in the 
Dark Run, Bar-b-que Competition, Family Fun Night, Mud Volleyball 
Tournament, Exhibits, Displays, Musical Entertainment, Bingo, 
Geocaching, Classic Car Show, Fireworks, complete with Beer 
Garden and much, much more!   
 
Freedom Park  
Freedom Park features a 250-foot black granite Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall which is the only replica that duplicates the original 
design in Washington, D.C. The granite for it came from the same 
quarry in I ndia as that used for the original memorial.  The wall's 
completion opens the first phase of the $4 million, 55 -acre park▲
dedicated to those who have served and died for their country.  
The 5,000 square foot interpretive center broke ground in May 
2017.  
 
Norm Waitt, Sr. YMCA  
The Norm Waitt, Sr. YMCA was built in 2008 on the banks of the 
Missouri River in South Sioux City. The facility houses a lap pool, 
family pool, gymnasium, fitness center, weight room, and daycare 
for children of members.  
 
South Sioux City Aquaplex  
The South Sioux City Aquaplex is home to a 109-foot figure -8 water slide. The Aquaplex 
features a 50-meter, 8-lane competition style swimming pool with two diving boards as well 
as a 40-foot by 40 -foot wading pool with fountain.  
 
Riverview Complex  
Riverview Complex is home to five baseball/softball fields, 2 - 300-foot 
fields & 3 - 200-foot fields, batting cage facilities, press box with 
concessions, and restrooms. Home to Cardinal Little League, SSC girls 
softball and have hosted m any State and regional softball and baseball 
tournaments. All fields are agri -lime and 3 fields are lit, two - 200-foot and 
one 300-foot.  
 

http://www.southsiouxcity.org/
https://www.southsiouxcity.org/egov/documents/1521832006_19409.pdf
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South Sioux City Library 
The South Sioux City library is located in the heart of downtown.  
The beautiful brick buil ding was erected in 2012.  The library 
includes:  books, videos, periodicals, internet, computers.  In 
2018, the library featured a Maker Space including:  digital 
camera, 3-D printer, laminating machine, button maker, t -shirt 
maker, heat press printer, vi nyl sign printer, C& C router, laser 
glass cutter -etcher, and sewing emboider.   
 
Scenic Park  
Located along the Missouri River, Scenic Park in South Sioux City 
is a full service, year -round campground with 135 R.V. sites, four cabins, and tent sites. The 
133 acre park has a YMCA, tennis court, swimming pool, 5 softball/baseball fields, 15 soccer 
fields, boat ramp river access, and miles of walking trails.  
 
Crystal Cove Park  
A beautiful park located on the southwest corner of South Sioux, Crystal Cove is a  60-acre 
park with lake, 1.5-mile bike/hike trail, nature trails, fishing and shelter for rent. The park is 
home to over 200 species of birds and wildlife. Bird watching is a favorite activity of visitors 
to this park. The lake is stocked three times yearl y with fish for summer and ice fishing.  
 
Soccer Fields  
The Riverview Complex is home to the Siouxland Soccer Foundation. It has 15 full -size fields 
that can be converted to varying sizes. The soccer complex sits right along the bank of the 
Missouri River and Al Bengston Trail.  

South Sioux City and Dakota City Trails  
South Sioux City and Dakota City have a 
connected trail system shown in the 
map.  The Al Bengston Bike Trail 
connects South Sioux City to the Tri -State 
Trail, which connects Iowa, South Dakota 
ƒɣǌ ãǟƷʫƒʻɅƒ╖ ¸ˉ ʫ˞ɣʻ ȇʫɴɝ Ũǟˉǟʫƒɣʻ☼
Bridge through Scenic Park, residential 
areas, Cardinal Park and Crystal Cove. 
The most recent addition includes 2.5 
miles along Dakota Avenue to Dakota 
City, and 1 mile heading east on 29th St. 
toward the Missou ri River.   
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Woodbury County Rural Identity  
¯ȩȊȞ˿ƒ̈ ⁫⁞ ʻʠƒɣʻ ˉȞǟ ɋǟɣȊˉȞ ɴȇ ūɴɴǌƷ˞ʫ̈ Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈ ƒɣǌ Ƚɴ˞ʫɣǟ̈☼ʻ ˉȞʫɴ˞ȊȞ ˉȞǟ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈☼ʻ ʫ˞ʫƒɋ
areas and small towns.  Woodbury County is a beautiful Midwestern county located along the 
Missouri river in Northwest Iowa with a growing population of over one hundred thousand 
hard working, close -knit residents. We have a booming economy, great healthcare system, 
excellent schools, exciting community events, beloved sports teams, and an array of places 
and experiences t hat make Woodbury County a wonderful place to call home. Woodbury 
Jɴ˞ɣˉ̈┼ ˿ǟ☼ʫǟ ǟ̇ƒǁˉɋ̈ ˿Ȟƒˉ ̈ɴ˞☼ʫǟ ɋɴɴɅȩɣȊ ȇɴʫ╒ ļȞȩʻ ʻǟǁˉȩɴɣ ȞȩȊȞɋȩȊȞˉʻ ˉȞǟ ɴ˻ǟʫƒɋɋ ǁɴ˞ɣˉ̈
features that illustrate the county rural identity followed by community identity of 
participating c ities in Woodbury County including (from west to east): Sioux City, Sergeant 
Bluff, Lawton, Moville, Correctionville, and Cushing.  
Websites:  https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov  Economic Development: http://www.wcred.com/   
 
Loess Hills Landform-Scenic Byway   
Loess Hills National Scenic Byway (Interstate 
29 and Highway 12) intersects with Highway 20 
in Sioux City and Woodbury County.  The 
Byway meanders through Woodbury County 
and offers visitors scenic views of the rolling 
hills.  The Loess Hills landform is a n Iowa 
treasure that spans more than 1,080 square miles along the eastern edge of the Missouri 
Ħȩ˻ǟʫ ȇɋɴɴǌ ʠɋƒȩɣ╖ ļȞȩʻ ˞ɣȩʧ˞ǟ ȇǟƒˉ˞ʫǟ ȩʻ ˞ʠ ˉɴ ⁪⁮ ɝȩɋǟʻ ˿ȩǌǟ ƒɣǌ ⁫⁫⁞ ɝȩɋǟʻ ɋɴɣȊ╖ ¸ɴ˿ƒ☼ʻ Óɴǟʻʻ
Hills were literally blown into existence as the glaciers from th e last Ice Age retreated.  The 
extraordinary Loess Hills landscape includes prairie and forest covered steep bluffs, narrow 
ridges and rolling hills.  
Website: http://www.visitloesshills.org/wood bury.html   
 

  

https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/
http://www.wcred.com/
http://www.visitloesshills.org/woodbury.html
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Woodbury County Fair 
The Woodbury County Fair has existed since 1930.  City of 
Moville has hosted the Woodbury County Fair for 
approximately 75 years.  Fair activities include: Cattle shows, 
4-H exhibits, lumberjack shows, domination motor sports, 
antiques, bull riding, outlaw tractor pull, carnival, motorized 
rodeo, drag racing, monster truck, grandstand shows, bingo, 
petting zoo, parade, antique tractors, prize drawings, food, 
vendors, and commercial exhibitors.  
Website:  www.woodburycountyfair.com    
 
Woodbury County Courthouse 
The Woodbury County Courthouse, located in downtown Sioux City, is an architectural 
treasure.  The courthouse recently celebrated its 100 th anniversary in May, 2018.  The 
structure has been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1973 and has been a 
National Historic Landmark since 1996.  It was designed by Architect William L. Steele, a 
student of Frank Lloyd Wright.  The courthouse is the largest public bui lding built in the 
Prairie School style. The Prairie School name comes from the long, horizontal framing and 
arrowhead motifs meant to pay homage to the long, flat horizons of the Midwestern prairies.  
The Roman brick used in the Woodbury County courthouse  was from Sioux City Brick & Tile, 
manufactured in Sergeant Bluff, and was made of Loess Hills soil.  Lead architect William 
Steele brought in fellow architects, George Elmslie and William Purcell, and designed a 
modern marvel of his time.  
Website:  https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/100   

 
 
Lewis and Clark Expedition and Floyd Monument 
Lewis and Clark traveled through the r egion in 1804.  A member of the 
expedition, Sergeant Charles Floyd, was laid to rest in Woodbury County.  
Charles Floyd was the only member of the crew to die during the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, and the first United States soldier to die west of the 
Mississippi.   Floyd Monument was erected in 1901 to commemorate his 
memory at the location of his burial.  The Floyd Monument is an Egyptian -
style obelisk, 100 feet high and built of Kettle River sandstone, with a solid 
concrete core in which Floyd's remains are sealed.   The Monument is on the 
National Historic Registry and was built by the United States Corps of 
Engineers, with funds from the  Federal Government, State of Iowa, City of 
Sioux City, and Woodbury County.  
Websites:  http://www.siouxcityhistory.org/historic -sites/102-sergeant-floyd -monument   

https://www.traveliowa.co m/getinspireddetails/trace -the-footsteps -of--- br-lewis-and-clark/60/   

http://www.woodburycountyfair.com/
https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/100
http://www.siouxcityhistory.org/historic-sites/102-sergeant-floyd-monument
https://www.traveliowa.com/getinspireddetails/trace-the-footsteps-of---br-lewis-and-clark/60/
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Woodbury County Parks 
The parks in Woodbury County offer several recreational opportunities as described above.  
The map below features Woodbury County parks listed in this section.   
¶ Bʫɴ˿ɣ☼ʻ ÓƒɅǟ BȩȊǟɋɴ˿ ğƒʫɅ 
¶ Copeland Park Access  
¶ Curtin Timber   
¶ Inkpaduta Access  
¶ Inkpaduta Historical Marker   

¶ Little Sioux Park  
¶ Midway Park  
¶ Snyder Bend Park 
¶ Owago Wetland 

Fowler Forest Preserve 
Located one-half mile  west of Smithland on Hwy 141, this 160-acre 
forest area is a perfect spot for a picnic or walk through the woods.  
The forest preserve includes hiking trails, playground equipment, 
historical stagecoach trail monument, parking, picnic shelter, and 
modern restrooms.   
Website:  http://woodburyparks.org/fowler -forest -preserve  
 
Woodbury County Oak Ridge Conservation Area 
Located two miles west of Oto, the Oak Ridge Conservation Area, encompasses more than 
2,082 acres of public land in the hills adjacent to the Little Sioux River Valley.  Oak Ridge is 
divided into four units with six public parking accesses between Oto and Smithland. This 
natural, undeveloped area is available for hiking and public hunting.  
Website: https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Oak -Ridge-Conservation-Area.aspx  

Southwood Conservation Area 
Southwood is located one mile southwest of Smithland.  Southwood 
highlights some of the Loess Hills' open grassland and timbered 
areas.  Trails of the area take the visitor through a variety of 
habitats . A self-guided nature trail brochure is available at the trail 
head. Numerous bluebird boxes have been erected in the area and 
visitors may catch a glimpse of the brilliant, blue birds.   
Website:  https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Southwood -
Conservation-Area.aspx  
 
Bigelow Park - Brown's Lake 
Bigelow Park is located one mile west of Salix on a 600 -acre lake 
known as Brown's Lake. Originally  a state park, Bigelow Park has 
been managed by the Woodbury County Conservation Board since 
1970 and includes numerous amenities.  Brown's Lake is managed 
by the DNR. It is a natural oxbow of the Missouri River formed when 
the river was free to meander ac ross the river valley. Brown's Lake 
offers excellent fishing opportunities for largemouth bass and 
northern pike. A fishing dock and boat ramp provides access to the lake, which is a popular 
area for recreational boaters and water skiers as well.   
Website:  https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Bigelow -Park-Browns-Lake.aspx  
  

http://woodburyparks.org/fowler-forest-preserve
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Oak-Ridge-Conservation-Area.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Southwood-Conservation-Area.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Southwood-Conservation-Area.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/county/Woodbury/Park/Bigelow-Park-Browns-Lake.aspx
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Sioux City 
Sioux City is located on U.S. Highway 20 ► Gordon Drive.   Sioux City, Iowa serves as the 
regional hub for business, employment, industry, retail trade, medical care, educational 
opportunities and tourism in Northwest Iowa, Southeast South Dakota and Northeast 
Nebraska. More than 165,000 people live in the tri -state metropolitan area.  Sioux City is 
home to several thrilling events and attractions listed below.  Exciting new developments are 
underway with new investment in downtown including the Sioux City Reinvestment District, 
riverfront development project, The Arena sports and recreation training complex, trail 
connectivity and more!  Twice named an All-America City by the National Civic League, Sioux 
City has received many high profile national rankings recently, including #1 for Economic 
Development by Site Selection magazine, #4 Most Competitive City in North America for Food 
and Beverage, and Top 10 Most Livable Small Cities. 
Websites:  www.VisitSiouxCity.org   www.sioux-city.org  
Sioux City Experience Guide:   
http://visitsiouxcity.org/wp -content/uploads/Sioux -City-Experience-Guide.pdf  
 
Big Sioux ▬ Missouri ▬ Floyd Rivers  
Sioux City is located at the confluence of three rivers including the Big 
Sioux, Missouri, and Floyd Rivers and hosts several riverfront 
attractions including:  Sergeant Floyd River Museum and Welcome 
Center, Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center and Museum, River boat 
Museum, and Anderson Dance Pavilion.  
 
Sgt. Floyd River Museum & Welcome Center  
Situated next to the Missouri River, the unique dry docked riverboat is 
adjacent to the scenic riverfront trails and Chris Larsen Park picnic 
shelter and playground. The  historic MV Sgt Floyd is now home to an 
Iowa Welcome Center, a local gift shop and a river museum. Learn 
about Native American culture, fur trapping, the Lewis & Clark 
expedition and so much more. Admission is free!  
Website:  www.siouxcitymuseum.org   
 

Sioux City Sports and Tyson Events Center 
Sioux City features exciting sports action with USHL Hockey, 
Champions Indoor Football League and American Association Baseball 
(Explorers Baseball Team and Field).  The Tyson Events Center is a 
multi -purpose arena and home to the Sioux City Musketeers hockey 
team and Sioux City Bandits football team.  The Center has featured 
first -class performers including Elton John, Cirque du Soleil, and 
Fleetwood Mac and more!  
Website:  www.Tysoncenter.com    
 
Sioux City Hard Rock Hotel & Casino  
Hard Rock is a gaming resort offering over 835 slot machines and a 
wide variety of table games.  The facility boasts a Hard Rock Hotel, the 
world famous Rock Shop, the World Tour Buffet and Main + Abbey 
restaurants, live entertainment venue, outdoor event park located in 
the Sioux City historic downtown district!  Hard Rock sponsors 
İƒˉ˞ʫǌƒ̈☼ʻ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ ğƒʫɅ╛ ƒ ȇʫǟǟ ǁɴɣǁǟʫˉ ʻǟʫȩǟʻ ƒˉ £ʫƒɣǌ ğƒʫɅ ȩɣ ˉȞǟ
summer.  Website:  www.hardrockcasinosiouxcity.com   

http://www.visitsiouxcity.org/
http://www.sioux-city.org/
http://visitsiouxcity.org/wp-content/uploads/Sioux-City-Experience-Guide.pdf
http://www.siouxcitymuseum.org/
http://www.tysoncenter.com/
http://www.hardrockcasinosiouxcity.com/
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Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center 
The Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center, located just south of the Highway 
12 entrance to Stone State Park, is devoted wholly to  the Loess Hills. It 
features a variety of interpretive displays, including a "walk -under" 
prairie, a 400 -gallon aquarium of native fish, and natural history 
dioramas. A children's discovery area provides opportunity to handle 
furs, antlers, fossils, and o ther artifacts. Two miles of hiking trails exist 
around the nature center.   Facility is open six days a week, year-round.  
Website:  http://woodburyparks.org/dorothy -pecaut-nature -center    
4500 Sioux River Road, Sioux City  712-258-0838   
 
Mid America Museum of Aviation & Transportation  
Take a step back into history and encounter unique artifacts 
and exhibits that help tell the excitin g story of aviation and 
ground transportation in our lives. The Mid America Museum of 
Aviation & Transportation preserves and displays the rich 
aviation and transportation history of the Sioux City area from  
the Kari Keen Aircraft Company to the Hawkeye Tr uck Works. 
United Flight 232►25th Anniversary permanent display.   
Website:  www.midamericaairmuseum.org   
 
LaunchPAD Children's Museum 
ļȞǟ ɝȩʻʻȩɴɣ ɴȇ Óƒ˞ɣǁȞğ T JȞȩɋǌʫǟɣ☼ʻ ß˞ʻǟ˞ɝ ȩʻ ˉɴ ʠʫɴ˻ȩǌǟ ƒɣinteractive learning 
environment that will serve the needs of children, families, schools and the community.  The 
museum seeks to foster imagination and creativity while inspiring life -long learning through 
hands-on participatory exhibits and innovative pr ograms. 
Website:  www.launchpadmuseum.com   
 
Sioux City Convention Center 
The Sioux City Convention Center is committed to providing a high quality venue for hosting 
an array of events in a confident and profes sional manner, while contributing to a positive 
experience in Sioux City. We are committed to providing each and every one of our guests 
with attentive, engaging service, and hosting options that reflect the unique characteristics 
of our surroundings.  
Website:  http://siouxcityconventioncenter.com   
 
Sioux City Art Center 
The Sioux City Art Center presents exhibitions of local, national and 
international artists, as well as occasional blockbuster shows.  They 
are dedicated to providing people of all ages with educational 
opportunities that encourage creative expression, develop artistic 
skills, and foster appreciation for the visual arts through a variety of 
classes, tours, and programs. 
Website:  www.siouxcityartcenter.org   
 
Sioux City Historic 4th Street  
Historic 4th contains a concentration of late 19th century commercial 
buildings. Most of the larger buildings are notable for their distinctive 
Richardsonian Romanesque style of architecture popular to the late 
⁪⁵⁞⁞☼ʻ╖ ļȞǟ ƒʫǟƒ ȇǟƒˉ˞ʫǟʻ ƒɣˉȩʧ˞ǟ ƒɣǌ ʻʠǟǁȩƒɋˉ̈ ʻȞɴʠʻ┼ ʠ˞Ʒʻ ƒɣǌ

restaurants.   

http://woodburyparks.org/dorothy-pecaut-nature-center
http://www.midamericaairmuseum.org/
http://www.launchpadmuseum.com/
http://siouxcityconventioncenter.com/
http://www.siouxcityartcenter.org/
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Orpheum Theater 
The beautiful restored Orpheum Theatre has hosted top -notch 
entertainers including:  Sheryl C row, BB King, Bob Bylan, Willie Nelson, 
James Taylor, Jerry Seinfeld and more!  The Orpheum Theatre is also 
home to the Sioux City Symphony and the Broadway at the Orpheum 
Theatre series.  
Website:  www.orpheumliv e.com  
 
ĨȦɰ˗̀ IȦ˂́ }ƒʥɚǝʥ☺ʵ Üƒʥɂǝ˂ 
The Sioux City Farmers Market is available for 6 months out of the year, 
normally from May ► October. In 2015, the dates are May 6 ► October 31. The 
Farmers Market is open every Wednesday and Saturday from 8 am until 1 pm 
in the west parking lots of the Ty son Events Center, located at 401 Gordon 
Drive. Off of I-29, take exits 148 or 149. All products are grown, made, bred or 
manufactured by small businesses within a 100 mile radius of Sioux City.  
Website:  www.farmersmarketsiouxcity.com   
 
Sioux City Public Museum  
Located in the heart of downtown Sioux City, the Sioux City 
Public Museum features large, colorful exhibits, interactive 
displays, and much more. Admission is free!  Visitors will 
discover the  ◦İʠȩʫȩˉ ɴȇ İȩɴ˞̇ Jȩˉ̈☺ ˉȞʫɴ˞ȊȞ ƒ ɋȩ˻ǟɋ̈ ⁪⁫-minute 
orientation film. A variety of hands -on experiences are available 
including the award -˿ȩɣɣȩɣȊ ◦¸ɣɣɴ˻ƒˉȩɴɣ ¸-ūƒɋɋ☺ ƒɣǌ ◦ļȞǟ BȩȊ
TȩȊ┼☺ ˿ȞȩǁȞ ʫǟʠɋȩǁƒˉǟʻ ƒɣ ƒǁˉȩ˻ǟ ȇɴʻʻȩɋ ǌȩȊ ʻȩˉǟ╖  
Website:  www.siouxcitymuseum.org   
 
The Railroad Museum Sioux City  
Travel back to a time when steam locomotives powered across 
the country. The museum is one of the largest remaining steam 
locomotive servicing terminals in the nation and houses Sioux 
Jȩˉ̈☼ʻ ȩǁɴɣȩǁ ʻˉǟƒɝ ǟɣȊȩɣǟ╖ cɣȽɴ̈ Ȟƒɣǌʻ-on exhibits, educational 
displays and the ability to see how the restored roundhouse 
ȇ˞ɣǁˉȩɴɣǟǌ ƒʻ ƒ ʫǟʠƒȩʫ ʻȞɴʠ ȇɴʫ ˉȞǟ ßȩɋ˿ƒ˞Ʌǟǟ Ħɴƒǌ☼ʻ ȇɋǟǟˉ ɴȇ
steam locomotives, freight cars and passenger cars.   
Website:  www.milwaukeerailroadshops.org   
 
Trinity Heights/Queen of Peace  
Óɴǁƒˉǟǌ ƒˉ ⁬⁬ʫǌ ƒɣǌ  ɋɴ̈ǌ┼ ̈ɴ˞ ˿ȩɋɋ ȇȩɣǌ ƒ ⁬⁞☼ ʻˉƒˉ˞ǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ ¸ɝɝƒǁ˞ɋƒˉǟ ¯ǟƒʫˉ ɴȇ ßƒʫ̈┼ ƒɣǌ
walking to the west end, you will ȇȩɣǌ ƒ ⁬⁬☼ ʻˉƒˉ˞ǟ ɴȇ ˉȞǟ İƒǁʫǟǌ ¯ǟƒʫˉ ɴȇ Ëǟʻ˞ʻ╖  ɋȩȇǟ ʻȩ̔ǟǌ
wood carving of the Last Supper is housed in the St Joseph Center. Trinity also has numerous 
shrines devoted to the apparitions of Mary, with the Way of the Saints outlining the southern 
edge of property.  
Website:  www.trinityheights.com   
 
  

http://www.orpheumlive.com/
http://www.farmersmarketsiouxcity.com/
http://www.siouxcitymuseum.org/
http://www.milwaukeerailroadshops.org/
http://www.trinityheights.com/
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Sioux City Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center/Betty Strong Encounter  
The Lewis & Clark Expedition was one of 
 ɝǟʫȩǁƒ☼ʻ Ȋʫǟƒˉǟʻˉ ʫɴƒǌ ˉʫȩʠʻ╖ ļȞǟ Jǟɣˉǟʫ
commemorate s the journey with hands -on 
exhibits, programs and activities focusing on the 
ǟ̇ʠɋɴʫǟʫʻ☼ ˉȩɝǟ ȩɣ İȩɴ˞̇ɋƒɣǌ╖ ļȞǟ ʫɴƒǌ ˉʫȩʠ
continues with stories of the past, present and 
ʠɴʻʻȩƷɋǟ ȇ˞ˉ˞ʫǟ ɴȇ İȩɴ˞̇ɋƒɣǌ☼ʻ ǌȩ˻ǟʫʻǟ ʠǟɴʠɋǟ ƒɣǌ
natural resources. Encounters includ e an outdoor 
exhibit of life -sized bronze animal sculptures, the 
◦JȞƒɣȊȩɣȊ Ħȩ˻ǟʫ☺ ƒɣǌ ʠȞɴˉɴ ǟ̇ȞȩƷȩˉʻ ɴɣ ãƒˉȩ˻ǟ
cultures, rural themes and nature.   
Website: www.siouxcitylcic.com   
 
Cone Park 
Cone Park is a tubing hill with automated snow making equipment, a refrigerated ice skating 
rink, an outdoor fire pit, and a lodge for warming, rentals, and concessions.  The lodge will be 
used as a rental facility during non -winter months; and, the ice skating rink will conve rt to a 
free public splash pad in the summer.  
Website: https://www.facebook.com/coneparksiouxcity/?ref=br_rs   
 
IBP Ice Center 
ļȞȩʻ ⁬⁵┼⁞⁞⁞ ʻʧ˞ƒʫǟ ȇɴɴˉ ȇƒǁȩɋȩˉ̈ ȇǟƒˉ˞ʫǟʻ ƒɣ ⁵⁮☼ ̇ ⁫⁞⁞☼ ȩǁǟrink and 900 person seating capacity. 
It is open year -round for youth hockey programs, public ice skating, tournaments, figure 
skating and off -season inline skating and indoor soccer. Public ice times are Friday: 7 -10 pm 
Saturday 7:30-9:30 pm. 
Website: www.visitsiouxcity.org/ice -center   
 
ĘƒɈɚǝʥ☺ʵ îɈǊ ĳ́ɚǝ IƒɠǊ́ Ĩțɰʛʛǝ 
ļȞǟ ğƒɋɝǟʫ☼ʻ ôɋǌǟ ļ̈ɝǟ Jƒɣǌ̈ İȞɴʠʠǟ Ȟƒʻ Ʒǟǟɣ ɴɣ ūǟʻɋǟ̈ ūƒ̈
ʻȩɣǁǟ ⁫⁞⁞⁵┼ Ʒ˞ˉ ğƒɋɝǟʫ☼ʻ ʫɴɴˉʻ ȩɣ İȩɴ˞̇ Jȩˉ̈ Ȋɴ ƷƒǁɅ ɝɴʫǟ ˉȞƒɣ ⁪⁬⁞
years. Iɣ ⁫⁞⁪⁪ ğƒɋɝǟʫ☼ʻ ƒǌǌǟǌ ƒ ʻʠǟǁȩƒɋˉ̈ ȇɴɴǌ ʻȞɴʠ ˿ȩˉȞȩɣ ğƒɋɝǟʫ☼ʻ
ôɋǌǟ ļ̈ɝǟ Jƒɣǌ̈ İȞɴʠʠǟ╖ ğƒɋɝǟʫ☼ʻ İʠǟǁȩƒɋˉ̈  ɴɴǌʻ ǁƒʫʫȩǟʻ ƒɣ ƒʫʫƒ̈
of hard to find items for your culinary needs including some of the 
˿ɴʫɋǌ☼ʻ Ʒǟʻˉ ʻʠȩǁǟʻ┼ ˻ȩɣǟȊƒʫʻ┼ ƒɣǌ ɴȩɋʻ ƒɋɴɣȊ ˿ȩˉȞ ʠƒɣˉʫ̈ ʻˉƒʠles 
such as salsa, jams, teas, baking mixes, cheese and more.  
◦ßƒɅȩɣȊ Óȩȇǟ İ˿ǟǟˉǟʫ İȩɣǁǟ ⁪⁵⁴⁵☺╒  
Website: www.palmercandy.com/candystore   
 
  

http://www.siouxcitylcic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/coneparksiouxcity/?ref=br_rs
http://www.visitsiouxcity.org/ice-center
http://www.palmercandy.com/candystore
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Sioux City Trails 
Bring your bike to Siouxland to enjoy the trails 
and parks!  For information about bicycling in the 
Woodbury County and Sioux City area, visit the 
Siouxland Trails Foundation's facebook page, 
İ¸ßğJô☼ʻ Ʒȩǁ̈ǁɋǟ ƒɣǌ ʠǟǌǟʻˉʫȩƒɣ ʠƒȊǟ┼ ɴʫ ˉȞǟ ¸ɴ˿ƒ
Bike Trail Int eractive Map below.  
Siouxland Trails Foundation:  
https://www.facebook.com/SiouxlandTrails   
SIMPCO Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Map:http://simpco.org/divisions/transportation -
planning/bicycle -pedestrian -activities/   
Siouxland Cyclists:  http://www.siouxlandcyclists.org   
Iowa Bike Trail Interactive Map:  https://iowadot.gov/iowabikes/bikemap/home.aspx  
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SiouxlandTrails
http://simpco.org/divisions/transportation-planning/bicycle-pedestrian-activities/
http://simpco.org/divisions/transportation-planning/bicycle-pedestrian-activities/
http://www.siouxlandcyclists.org/
https://iowadot.gov/iowabikes/bikemap/home.aspx
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Sioux City Parks 
City of Sioux City and community partners maintain over 40 parks and recreational areas.  
The map below shows the location of parks with the numbered key on the following page.   
Website:  https://www.sioux -city.org/government/departments -g-p/parks -recreation -department/parks/parks -amenities   
  
 

 

https://www.sioux-city.org/government/departments-g-p/parks-recreation-department/parks/parks-amenities
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