
HOUSING
Improve the condition of existing housing 
stock to ensure homes are safe, efficient, and 
resilient.

 •Provide rehabilitation assistance resources for home-
owners living in historic or outdated structures.
 •Target outreach to minority and under-resourced com-
munities to ensure that information and resources are 
equitably distributed.
 •Target outreach to homeowners that may be impact-
ed by disasters, in need of septic system updates, lead 
abatement, or other immediate safety concerns.

Increase the variety of housing options to 
maximize affordability and availability for res-
idents of all income levels.

 •Encourage flexible zoning to allow for home additions 
and accessory units.
 •Increase the quantity of high quality, affordable rental 

Goals
units by encouraging the development of a variety of 
multi-family housing options within incorporated cit-
ies that meet the diverse needs of residents of all ages.
 •Increase the number of affordable housing units in 
Woodbury County.
 •Encourage the development of upper story units above 
downtown store fronts to introduce additional hous-
ing variety in small towns. 

Preserve the rural character of the county.
 •Limit density in rural areas outside of incorporated cit-
ies. 
 •Protect agricultural land, wildlife habitat, and outdoor 
recreational land. 
 •Prioritize new development to locate adjacent to ex-
isting town limits, and prioritize the rehabilitation of 
existing structures, infill development, and brownfield 
redevelopment. 
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Expand access to safe, high-quality housing 
for all residents of Woodbury County. 

 •Direct funding toward the provision of high-quality, af-
fordable housing options for vulnerable populations: 
low-income residents, seniors, and residents with dis-
abilities.
 •Direct funding toward emergency shelters, housing, 
and social work services for homeless individuals liv-
ing in the county.
 •Connect residents with funding opportunities that 
provide financial assistance for housing rehab.

Assist residents in the path from renting to 
becoming homeowners.

 •Connect residents with information and resources 
that aid in the purchase of homes, such as down pay-
ment assistance grants for first time or low-income 
residents, and low-cost financial counseling. Particular 
care should be taken to reach out to residents of col-
or and immigrant communities with these opportuni-
ties; providing resources, information, and support in 
residents’ native language when applicable.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Coordinate economic development initia-
tives with regional priorities.

 •Coordinate economic development initiatives with 
the Comprehensive Economi Development Strategy 
(CEDS) Committee and refer to the CEDS document to 
ensure alignment with the goals and strategies there-
in.

Maintain core industries that are the back-
bone of Woodbury County’s economy by 
marketing Siouxland as a regional center for 
food production and related agricultural in-
dustries. 

 •Maintain Woodbury County’s ACT® Work Ready Com-
munity status.
 •Continually communicate with industry leaders to 
identify emerging in-demand skills and qualifications.
 •Work with local colleges and high schools to continual-
ly improve training opportunities for students to learn 
in-demand skills necessary to support the region’s in-
dustry clusters.
 •Coordinate across jurisdictions to assist in the market-
ing and promotion of the county’s Certified Sites. 
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Encourage the diversification of Woodbury 
County’s economy, in support of small busi-
nesses which generate nearly half of all eco-
nomic activity nationwide, as well as larger 
enterprises.

 •Coordinate with city jurisdictions of Woodbury Coun-
ty to offer access to supportive resources, networking 
opportunities, and financial information for residents 
interested in starting a small business.
 •Maintain partnership with Iowa’s West Coast Initiative 
to develop economic opportunities in the Siouxland 
region.
 •Consider the development of alternative energy indus-
try partnerships.
 •Provide language supports for non-English speaking 
business owners, prospective business owners ,and 
employees where necessary.
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Work to enhance Woodbury County’s quality 
of life to draw and retain families, employees, 
and residents of all ages in the region.
• Continue to invest in innovative improvements such 

as recreation and entertainment opportunities.
• Build upon unique assets of the county, such as natu-

ral features and historical resources to create enriching 
cultural experiences for residents.

• Improve access to internet connectivity by investing in 
broadband infrastructure.

Ensure that educational and economic op-
portunities are equitably accessible to all res-
idents regardless of race, age, sex, religion, 
or ability.

 •Continue to identify and facilitate access to appropri-
ate supports and resources for residents struggling 
with poverty.
 •Work across jurisdictions and with underrepresented 
populations, such as people of color, low-income resi-
dents, and those with disabilities, to identify barriers to 
educational access and provide appropriate services 
and support.
 •Actively market educational and job opportunities to 
underrepresented communities. 

Encourage healthy lifestyles to maximize res-
idents’ quality of life.

 •Support the expansion of health services such as clin-
ics and exercise facilities in rural areas.
 •Refer to the Siouxland District Health Department’s 
Health Needs Assessment and Health Improvement 
Plan for guidance and consider the health and wellness 
impacts of all county activities, programs, and policies.
 •Support education for regular wellness exams to in-
crease early detection of serious illness.



TRANSPORTATION
Prioritize user safety across all transportation 
modes in Woodbury County.

 • Continually seek to improve safety for all transporta-
tion users.
 • Continue to rehabilitate or replace poorly-rated bridg-
es. 
 • Continue to work with Iowa DOT and the public to iden-
tify highways in need of maintenance or resurfacing.
 • Work with municipal and state jurisdictions to address 
sources of frequent traffic incidents.
 • Provide safety-enhancing infrastructure dedicated to 
bicyclists and pedestrians to reduce conflicts between 
these users and vehicles. 
 • Seek funding for railroad crossing safety improve-
ments.
 • Incorprate principles of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration’s Safe System Approach into roadway design to 
reduce crash frequency and severity.

Ensure equitable access to Woodbury Coun-
ty’s transportation system for all residents.

 • Promote the Siouxland Regional Transit System 
throughout the county, making information available 
in Spanish and other frequently-spoken languages..
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 • Consider the needs of all transportation users, especial-
ly those who have mobility limitations due to physical, 
intellectual, or developmental disability; age; income; 
or language barriers. 
 • Support the use of alternative modes of transportation 
with the installation of infrastructure such as bicycle 
facilities, sidewalks, trails, and greenways.

Mitigate the environmental impacts of trans-
portation projects while proactively seeking 
opportunities for long-term transportation 
sustainability investments.

 • Take advantage of federal and state funding to ex-
pand infrastructure for electric vehicles throughout 
the county, including rural areas.
 • Preserve scenic views, open space, and historic or cul-
tural features along the Loess Hills National Scenic By-
way.
 • Refer to the Environmental Mitigation Activities of the 
SRTPA Long Range Transportation Plan before and 
throughout all transportation planning and develop-
ment activities.
 • Collaborate with environmental stewardship organi-
zations to determine the potential consequences of 
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transportation projects for natural and cultural resourc-
es, and residents’ health. Care should be taken to avoid 
or minimize these impacts.
 • Work with the Siouxland Regional Transit System to 
promote public and shared transit opportunities to 
employers, such as vanpooling.
 • Partner with municipalities to develop carpooling lots 
where residents can leave vechicles during work hours.

Expand the network of multi-use trails in 
Woodbury County.

 • Collaborate with the Woodbury County Conservation 
Board to maintain and expand the County trail system.
 • Strive to make regional trail connections between the 
trail systems of County and municipal parks. 
 • Align County trail plans with the vision, goals, strate-
gies, and recommendations of the Iowa Department 
of Transportation’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Long Range 
Plan.

Maintain the quality and efficiency of high 
priority roadways that are essential to the re-
gional economy.

 • Prioritize higher-volume roadways and those that are 
used to transport goods, such as farm to market routes, 
roadways along industrial and commercial corridors, 
and roadways connecting to intermodal facilities for 
rehabilitation and repair.
 • Encourage projects that increase efficiency, minimize 
congestion, and reduce energy expenditure.
 • Consider life cycle costs in decision-making, taking into 
account the cost of maintaining new infrastructure in 
the long-term. 
 • Where possible, prioritize improvement of existing sys-
tems over expansion of new infrastructure. 
 • Support the maintenance and expansion of commer-
cial airline service in Sioux Gateway Airport.
 • Support the establishment of additional barge termi-
nals on the Missouri River where river conditions allow.
 • Support efficient development of commercial and in-
dustrial operations in the Southbridge Interchange re-
gion.

Loess Hills Scenic Byway
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PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE & UTILITIES
Expand upon publicly available information 
on the Woodbury County website.

 • Electronically publish up-to-date planning documents, 
meeting information, and maps for all county depart-
ments.
 • Share County data in a downloadable, practical format.

Encourage energy efficiency for residential, 
commercial, and industrial consumers in 
Woodbury County.

 • Bring awareness to energy efficiency incentive and as-
sessment programs available through MidAmerican 
Energy and Woodbury County REC.

Support technological advances in energy 
production.

 • Work with energy providers to diversify and expand 
energy sources.

Ensure safe drinking water for all rural Wood-
bury County residents

 • Provide educational materials about the importance 
of regular well inspections and bring awareness to free 
well inspections offered by the county
 • Maintain compliance with state and federal standards 
for community water systems

Protect ground and surface water from con-
tamination.

 • Seal and regularly inspect wellheads that are no lon-
ger in use.
 • Provide resources and information to rural residents 
about septic system maintenance.
 • Provide information to realtors about the time of trans-
fer process for septic system inspection when selling 
properties.
 • Connect farmers and ranchers with technical assis-
tance and resources for preventing fertilizer and ani-
mal waste runoff. 
 • Encourage the use of green infrastructure for storm-
water management where water carrying concentrat-
ed contaminants is likely to be intercepted.
 • Align County Conservation Board actions with the 
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goals and strategies outlined in Iowa’s Nonpoint Source 
Management Plan and collaborate with the Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources to mitigate nonpoint 
source water pollution.

Encourage practices that increase water effi-
ciency amongst County residents, commer-
cial establishments, institutions, and munic-
ipal utilities.

 • Encourage the use of strategies and best practices out-
lined in the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities’ ef-
ficiency planning and conservation workbook, Water-
Wise.
 • Adopt water saving practices in County buildings.

Improve internet access for rural Woodbury 
County residents.

 •  Take advantage of federal and state sources of fund-
ing to improve broadband infrastructure in rural areas.

Expand cellular service in rural Woodbury 
County. 

 • Coordinate with telecommunications companies to 
address areas with poor reception

Promote waste reduction and recycling prac-
tices.

 • Encourage and educate on innovative initiatives such 
as community composting, yard waste disposal, in-
stitution-level waste reduction plans (government, 
schools, prisons, festivals, event spaces), and repurpos-
ing/repairing/borrowing/trading used items.
 • Reduce and enforce illegal dumping in rural Wood-
bury County.
 • Provide education on handling and disposal of trees 
and brush.
 • Coordinate across jurisdictions to address waste man-
agement gaps identified in the 2020 Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) Satisfaction Survey that was distributed 
in development of the Woodbury County Area Solid 
Waste Agency’s Comprehensive Plan.
 • Participate in the State of Iowa’s Solid Waste Environ-
mental Management Systems (EMS) program. Image source: siouxcityjournal.com

 • Coordinate across regional jurisdictions to improve ac-
cess to recycling services in rural areas.
 • Implement and encourage the utilization of programs 
and best practices provided by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources’ Financial and Business Assistance 
(FABA) department.
 •  Consider results of the Iowa Statewide Waste Character-
ization Study in goal setting and when planning the cre-
ation or expansion of waste management services and 
programs.

Expand the network of public electric vehicle 
charging stations to rural Woodbury County.

 • Continue work with other local, regional, and state lead-
ers to develop an electric vehicle infrastructure plan.
 • Apply for federal and state funding for rural electric vehi-
cle infrastructure.



COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES
Expand access to health services throughout 
rural Woodbury County.

 • Work with the Siouxland District Health Department 
to expand access to preventative health care services 
in rural communities.
 • Continue to market the services of the Siouxland Dis-
trict Health Department widely across rural Woodbury 
County.
 • Evaluate emergency medical response times and out-
comes for rural residents to identify how these services 
can be improved.
 •  Continue partnering with the Rolling Hills Communi-
ty Services Region for mental health, disabilities, and 
crisis care services.
 • Refer to the Siouxland District Health Department’s 
Health Needs Assessment and Health Improvement 
Plan for guidance. 

Provide more opportunities for outdoor rec-
reation activities.

 • Maintain the current activities of the Woodbury Coun-
ty Conservation Board and support the expansion of 
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their programming and scope of work. 
 • Improve the functionality and visibility of county-owned 
river access points. 
 • Prioritize water quality and river restoration initiatives.
 • Pursue opportunities to develop water trails through-
out the county.
 • Develop a countywide trail program connecting com-
munities with one another and the county park net-
work.
 • Evaluate the condition and availability of county-owned 
cabins and park shelters.

Increase access to family-friendly activities 
and cultural opportunities in rural Woodbury 
County.

 • Encourage cooperation and resource sharing between 
nearby towns to create and expand upon parks and 
recreation opportunities for rural residents.
 • Expand community education opportunities for resi-
dents of rural Woodbury County that celebrate the re-
gion’s historical, cultural, and natural resources.

Strive to offer the most efficient, cost-effec-
tive, and user-friendly community services as 
possible.

 • Improve digital operations to maximize accessibility 
and the availability of public information and data.
 • Streamline service delivery and operations.

Provide adequate police, fire, and emergen-
cy management services for all Woodbury 
County residents.

 • Maintain cooperative agreements (28E) for emergen-
cy and public safety services.
 • Encourage frequent training opportunities for all emer-
gency service providers.
 • Ensure adequate funding for emergency response ac-
tivities.
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LAND USE & NATURAL RESOURCES
Support sustainable agricultural practices.

 • Ensure compliance with Iowa state code provisions for 
agriculturally-zoned property.
 • Promote the use of agricultural best management 
practices to reduce soil and fertilizer runoff, protect 
water quality, and manage animal waste. 
 • Encourage participation in federal incentive programs 
that pay farmers and ranchers for the implementation 
of conservation best practices.
 • Consider the use of sliding scale zoning to prevent the 
fragmentation of large tracts of farmland.
 • Advocate for the preservation of agriculture in urban 
fringe areas not identified in the future land use map 
for urban growth.
 • Connect small and mid-sized farm businesses with suc-
cession planning resources and technical assistance.
 • Create a roundtable of farmers and local agricultural 
businesses to voice concerns and needed resources to 
maintain sustainable business operations.
 • Advocate for the adoption of local food purchasing 
policies that support public and institutional procure-
ment from small and mid-sized local farmers. 

Preserve environmentally sensitive lands.
 • Consider the manner in which environmentally sen-
sitive lands are developed, including wetlands, flood-
plains, prime agriculture, wildlife habitat, and open 
space for recreation.
 • Encourage communication and cooperation between 
environmental advocates and landowners related to 
development of sensitive land.
 • Strengthen erosion control policies and grade and ex-
cavation limitations for development in the Loess Hills.
 • Encourage landowner participation in federal conser-
vation easement programs that provide financial in-
centives for safeguarding natural resources on their 
property.
 • Continue adding to the county’s network of parks, trails, 
and campgrounds.
 • Coordinate across jurisdictions to address litter and the 
dumping of waste.

Limit urban sprawl and maintain the rural char-
acter of Woodbury County.

 • Prioritize the rehabilitation of existing housing stock 
and infill development before building on previous-
ly-undeveloped land. 
 • Consider the lifetime costs of new infrastructure de-
velopment. 
 • Limit interstate development to interchanges or to 
within city jurisdictions to preserve agricultural land 
and maintain scenic views of the Loess Hills.
 • Discourage leap-frog development outside of incorpo-
rated cities and limit density in unincorporated areas.
 • Guide future development of non-agricultural uses to 
a compact pattern by efficient and economical expan-
sion of public infrastructure.

Empower landowners to be a partner in combat-
ting ecologically and economically harmful inva-
sive and noxious species. 

 • Educate the public about effective identification, con-
trol, and disposal of invasive species. 
 • Distribute information about proper disposal of woody 
debris and brush from private property, and how to 
handle woody debris that has been impacted by inva-
sive species such as the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Reduce contaminants in surface water runoff. 

 • Provide resources for farmers to adopt best manage-
ment practices.
 • Provide resources for farmers to adopt BMPs such as 
no-till methods and cover crops, to reduce nutrient 
loads entering waterways as non-point source pollu-
tion. Refer to the Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy, 
and programs of the USDA’s National Resources Con-
servation Service for farmers in need of assistance. 
 • Continue sensible salting policies.
 • Educate residents and business owners of proper lawn 
fertilizer and chemical use.
 • Limit the density of properties requiring individual sep-
tic systems, maintain stringent standards for system 
inspections, and provide resources for homeowners to 
assist in maintaining these systems. 

Safeguard groundwater by identifying and limit-
ing sources of pollution. 

 • Encourage landowners to take advantage of the Iowa 
DNR’s wellhead protection program that provides 
cost-sharing and assistance for sealing unused wells, 
and planting nitrate-remediating plants near active 
wellheads.

Identify potential sources of air quality hazards 
in Woodbury County.

 • Maintain a network of low-cost air quality monitors 
throughout the rural county.

Maintain safe distances between industrial land 
use activities and residential, commercial, and in-
stitutional land uses.

 • Ensure that no residential communities are impact-
ed or harmed by off-site industrial activities, such as 
trucking routes or railyard air hazards.

Plan for the creation and use of alternative and 
renewable energy sources in Woodbury County.

 • Support landowners’ individual choices to implement 
renewable energy infrastructure.
 • Continuously update policies that regulate renewable 
energy infrastructure to ensure that it does not pres-
ent safety hazards and to minimize disruptions to sur-
rounding land uses. 
 • Seek federal and state funding for the expansion of 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure. 
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DISASTER RESPONSE, 
RECOVERY, AND RESILIENCY

Coordinate disaster response, recovery and resil-
iency efforts among jurisdictions, county, state, 
and federal agencies. 

 • Foster interagency agreements to bolster response 
and recovery to emergency and disaster events and 
encourage resource sharing.
 • Keep open lines of communication between County 
departments and surrounding jurisdictions and coun-
ties.
 • Work with State and Federal officials in preparation of 
and response to disaster declarations and subsequent 
disaster relief efforts.

Encourage passive development within 100-yr 
floodplain areas.

 • Work to ensure that developed areas within floodplains 
are safe and secure.
 • Take advantage of state and federal programs designed 
to aid, relocate, or demolish properties within high-risk 
flood areas when necessary.
 • Consider site plan design, best building practices, and 
federal standards when development within a flood-
plain occurs.

Support the County Emergency Management 
and Emergency Services Departments’ missions 
to provide the most efficient services to Wood-
bury County and to mitigate against, prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from all disasters.

 • Work to complete the Woodbury County action items 
identified in the 2020 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, 
and future approved plans.
 • Coordinate and participate in training exercises with-
in the region to strengthen response to and recovery 
from emergencies.
 • Work to educate the public on disaster preparedness, 
recovery, and resiliency. 
 • Continue participation in the Local Emergency Man-
agement Commission for the region.
 • Employ and update the Woodbury County Joint Emer-
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gency Operations Basic Plan as required by Iowa State 
Code 29c.
 • Ensure adequate funding to maintain a high level of 
emergency operations within the County.

Continue supporting the Siouxland District 
Health Department in their mission to lead a “col-
laborative effort to build a healthier community 
through improved access to health services, ed-
ucation and disease prevention.”

 • Continue Woodbury County Emergency Management 
and Emergency Services Departments’ partnership 
and participation in the Service Area 3 Healthcare co-
alition. 
 • Support the implementation of the Siouxland District 
Health Department’s Community Health Improve-
ment Plan for the Siouxland Community developed 
from the three-year Community Health Needs Assess-
ment for the Siouxland Community.
 • Coordinate with and support the Siouxland Commu-
nity Health Department in responses to public health 
emergencies. 

Support the recovery and resiliency of industries, 
businesses, and homes in the event of a natural 
or public health disaster. 

 • Ensure reliable internet and telecommunications ser-
vices to keep physical and home-based businesses’ 
web operations in place in natural or public health di-
saster situations.
 • Prioritize funding any economic relief programs put 
in place after disaster situations for entities with the 
highest need.
 • Promote available local, state, and federal resources for 
economic recovery from disasters.
 • Allow for flexibility in ordinances to encourage the con-
tinuity of business operations which may be disrupt-
ed due to public health directives during public health 
emergencies.

Ensure residents’ access to safe, healthy, and 
efficient homes that are prepared to withstand 
increasingly frequent severe and unpredictable 
weather.

 • Promote the use of healthy and safe building materi-
als, high indoor air quality, and environments free of 
pests, radon, mold, and other health hazards.
 • Encourage energy- and water- efficiency in home ret-
rofit projects and new construction and the use of on-
site renewable energy systems.
 • Provide information about how to protect homes from 
flooding in preparation for increasingly frequent heavy 
rain events.
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